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Statement on Climate Change and Human Rights

Mr. President, Distinguished delegates at the 45" Session of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights;

The All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) thanks you all most sincerely for allowing
us, on behalf of its members, to address this important gathering.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates, as you may be aware, humanity faces a critical,
viral challenge due to increasing warming of the atmosphere, primarily caused by
climate change. A subject shaping international diplomatic and political interactions,
climate change, is a challenge of our times, threatening to reverse gains so far achieved
to reduce poverty and attain sustainable development.

For a continent which relies on rain-fed agriculture and natural resources for the
survival of its people, Africa is the most threatened region of the earth. All the
Assessment Reports of the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) as well as other authorities reports projects that Africa will be the
most impacted region due to the adverse effects of climate change.

Indeed, Mr. Chairman, it is not projections. Seemingly, the impacts projected by
scientists to happen in 20 — 50 years have come earlier than anticipated. Climate change
is at our midst.

The prevailing famine in many African countries, which has sometimes resulted in
despair starvation and death, sometimes occasioning food riots is a clear indicator of
what awaits us. Floods in other countries, drying up of rivers, shrinking of our valuable
lakes, bleaching of coral reefs in some coastal areas and depletion of our heritage —
tropical rain forest - should send warning that we can no longer do business as usual.

This is why we want to draw attention to the following as tellingly grim pictures of our
future as a result of climate change, borrowing from what science tells us:

(a) Floods and food security

Regional Ollice: Togo: B.F 2268 » Lome » Telephone (000228) 21-39-24 « Fax: 215266 + E-mail: cetatogo@netcom.ig

AACC is a fellowship of 173 member Churches and Christian Councils in 40 African countries
La CETA est une communauté de 173 églises et conseils chrétiens dans 40 pays d’Afrique

PRESIDENT: The Most Rev. Archibishop Valentine Mokiwa « GENERAL SECRETARY: Rev. Dr. André Karamaga






