
“My name is Marianne. I am 9 years old. I go to 
the Orthodox school in Beit Sahour, a Palestinian 
town next to Bethlehem, where our family lives. 
We are a close family. We start the day by 
praying the Lord’s Prayer or singing “Christ Is 
Risen.” Even though I am nine years old, I have 
not seen the Church of the Resurrection (Holy 
Sepulcher) in Jerusalem. I have not gone to 
Jerusalem because we are not allowed to travel 
there. As Palestinian children, we try our best 
to live a normal life. Come and visit us. See that 
we are a people too and it is because of our 
faith that we do not give up hope.”

Marianne invites us to “come and visit” the 
lands where Jesus was born and lived, and 
where the Church began. Who are Middle 
Eastern Christians today? How do the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church 
of Christ partner with churches and people of 
faith in the region? What difference can we 
make together?

Even if you cannot travel to the Middle East to 
meet our partners, you can learn about the rich 
ministry, witness, and work of Global Ministries’ 
partners in the region during the Middle East 
Initiative. Launched in the summer, 2015, the 
Initiative lasts through December, 2016. We 
invite you to pray, learn, and engage with us 
through worship and educational resources, 
advocacy on issues, and special giving to support 
partners’ ministries and work, all around the 
themes of Christian Presence, Justice and 
Peacemaking, Health, healing, and wholeness, 
and Diaspora and exile: refugees and migrants. Pray. Learn. Engage.

www.globalministries.org/MEInitiative 
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