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Demilitarization I1s our Future

To a world of relentless military expansion, proposals from Costa Rica and Japan
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M From Costa Rica /X% AHD S /
Jonathan Pimentel Chacén
“Is there something else beyond war?"
——
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Takuya lizuka
“Peace without force”
P Chair, Committee on Peace and Reconciliation in
j East Asia, National Christian Council in Japan
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Constitucion Politica De La Republica De Costa Rica
AR5 ) AHMEBUEE

Political Constitution of the Republic of Costa Rica
Articulo 12 / 12 % / Article 12

Se proscribe el Ejército como institucion permanente. Para la vigilancia y conservacion del or-
den publico, habra las fuerzas de policia necesarias.

Solo por convenio continental o para la defensa nacional podran organizarse fuerzas militares;
unas y otras estaran siempre subordinadas al poder civil: no podran deliberar, ni hacer mani-
festaciones o declaraciones en forma individual o colectiva.
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The Army as a permanent institution is proscribed. For the vigilance and conservation of the
public order, there will be the necessary forces of police.

Military forces may only be organized by a continental agreement or for the national defense;
one and the other will always be subordinate to the civil power: they may not deliberate, or
make manifestations or declarations in an individual or collective form.
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The Constitution of Japan
9% / Article 9
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Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese peo-
ple forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as
means of settling international disputes. “

2 In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well
as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not
be recognized.



