Light-of-Hope

MECC bulletin for the Middle East and Lebanon ordeal and rescue efforts

Bulletin Number 1 - Marcl S ,2026

S Mg AT
" } mw.r e

¥

' - 2 G
Source: AI-Naar

Ll i o

The Middle East Council of Churches




Table of Content

Foreword00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 1

APPeal0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000002
Arabi fthe A | 4
ra Ic text 0 t e Ppea CPPPPP0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000%0%00900

Victims and losses in civilian lives and infrastructre........cceeeevveeeee..6

-~
11 dod!l adle cnaud SN Z
G000 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000 3 W &f 3
-~ - e -
=



Foreword

Dear partners, members of the international ecumenical and humanitarian

community,

This is the first issue of the bulletin Light-of-Hope, in which the Middle East
Council of Churches will accompany the actual ordeal of the Middle East, mainly
hitting hard in Lebanon. It will show, as much as possible, the scope of the
damages inflicted to the civilian population as well as the civilian infrastructure,
affecting thus the life and well being of people in Lebanon and the Middle East.

It will be an English language publication, but this issue includes a text in Arabic
language since we need to publicize the humanitarian appeal we want to share

with the international community.

This bulletin will include a cry expressing the pain the people of the Antiochian
Levant, and especially Lebanon, have gone through for decades. It will include
too the rescue, the relief and the rehabilitation efforts and the actions deployed

by the MECC in order to alleviate the pain of our people.

The MECC remains at its standpoint as a focal milieu for non-discriminatory help,
dialogue and togetherness for the people of the Middle East. |t remains the voice
of the destitute, the persecuted and the marginalized. Thus, it honors the
teachings and the example of the Lord Incarnate who inspires us for an

ever-improved service in His Holy name.

Professor Michel Abs

Secretary General



A Humanitarian Appeal Issued
by the Middle East Council of Churches - Beirut

The Middle East Council of Churches is closely monitoring with great concern the
serious developments currently taking place in the region, amid escalating military
tensions, which are accompanied by severe humanitarian consequences affecting
civilians and local communities in several countries across the Middle East. The
recent events, in addition to those that preceded them, have led to painful human
losses and damages, resulting in a humanitarian situation that can only be

described as catastrophic.

What the region is witnessing today is part of a series of accumulated crises that its
peoples have faced over the past years, with many communities already suffering
from difficult economic conditions and increasing vulnerability in their social fabric.
The recent escalation has exacerbated the scale of the humanitarian tragedy,
particularly with the damage to essential facilities such as hospitals, schools, and
vital service networks. This situation threatens all social groups, particularly the
most vulnerable, with special impacts on children, the elderly, patients, and those

with special needs.

The Middle East Council of Churches is closely following the reality of the affected
communities through its networks, which include churches and partner institutions
spread across the region. The churches and their institutions have proactively
provided emergency humanitarian aid to needy families without discrimination,
based on their mission to serve humanity, preserve dignity, and foster solidarity

among local communities.

However, the increasing scale of humanitarian needs today exceeds the capacity of
local initiatives alone. Thousands of families are in urgent need of assistance,
including food, healthcare, safe shelter, psychological and social support, as well as

the rehabilitation of damaged homes and community facilities.




These humanitarian consequences have already become clear in Lebanon, where
recent developments have led to civilian casualties, severe damage to infrastructure
and vital facilities, and waves of displacement as families were forced to leave their
homes in search of safety. This suffering has become a daily reality for a growing
number of families who now find themselves in urgent need of emergency

humanitarian aid.

Based on these facts, the Middle East Council of Churches is issuing an urgent
humanitarian appeal to its partners, including donor agencies and international
humanitarian organizations, to support efforts to respond to the increasing needs of
the affected communities and contribute to alleviating the suffering of families

facing extreme humanitarian conditions.

The Council also emphasizes that the churches in the Middle East, due to their
historical presence within local communities, form a trusted humanitarian network
capable of reaching the most vulnerable groups directly. They are working with
local, field, and international partners to ensure that humanitarian aid is delivered

fairly and effectively.

Amid this crisis, the Middle East Council of Churches reminds the international
community that the protection of human dignity and the preservation of human life
must remain central to their focus. The suffering of civilians is not just a transient
crisis; it is a radical change in the core of their lives and the foundation of their
existence. This represents a humanitarian and ethical challenge that requires

genuine solidarity and shared responsibility.

As the Middle East Council of Churches reaffirms its commitment to the values of
mercy, peace, and solidarity that form the core of the Christian message in this
region, it calls on all partners to stand with the people of the Middle East during this
critical phase and work together to alleviate humanitarian suffering and strengthen

hope for a more stable and dignified future for humanity.

The Middle East Council of Churches
Beirut 05.03.2026
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Victims and Losses
in Civilian Life and Infrastructure

Preliminary Documented Summary

1. Quick Executive Summary

Iran: Announced 1,045 fatalities (including a school incident in Minab),
according to a Reuters report from the Iranian Red Crescent, with uncertainty
regarding whether military losses are included in the number. (Reuters)

Lebanon:

77 dead according to the Lebanese Ministry of Health, as reported by
Reuters (as of March 5). (Reuters)

An update (as of March 4) reported 72 deaths and 437 injuries according
to the Lebanese Ministry of Health as quoted by The Washington Post. (The
Washington Post)

Children: Within 24 hours (as of March 4), 7 children were killed and 38
injured, according to the Lebanese Ministry of Health as reported by UNICEF.
(UNICEF)

Gulf States/U.S. Presence: Reuters reported fatalities in Kuwait (3), UAE (3),
Bahrain (1), Oman (1), along with 6 U.S. troops killed in an attack on a facility
in Kuwait. (Reuters)

Displacement/Humanitarian Pressure:

Lebanon: UNHCR reported approximately 58,000 people in shelters across
320 locations as of March 3, with expected numbers to rise. (UNHCR Data
Portal)

According to The Washington Post (as of March 4): Approximately 84,000
displaced. (The Washington Post)

Iran (Tehran): UNHCR estimated that around 100,000 left Tehran in the first
two days after the strikes. (UNHCR Data Portal)




2. Human Losses in Detail by Region (with Dates)

A) Iran:

Announced fatalities: 1,045 killed (as of March 5, according to Reuters) with
175 of them reported as students/staff from a school hit by a missile in Minab on
the first day, according to the Iranian Red Crescent. (Reuters)

Note on Documentation: Reuters explicitly stated that they have not
independently verified these figures, and the inclusion of Revolutionary Guard
losses in the total is unclear. (Reuters)

B) The Holy Land

Announced fatalities: 10 civilian deaths, including 9 from a missile strike on
Beit Shemesh near Jerusalem (as of March 5), according to Magen David Adom
as reported by Reuters. (Reuters)

Military Losses: Reuters mentions that the Israeli Army did not report military
casualties in this update. (Reuters)

C) Lebanon

Announced fatalities (as of March 5): 77 killed in Israeli airstrikes according
to the Lebanese Ministry of Health as reported by Reuters. (Reuters)

Previous Update (as of March 4): The Lebanese Ministry of Health reported
72 deaths and 437 injuries according to The Washington Post, indicating a rapid
increase in 24 hours. (The Washington Post)

Children: UNICEF quoted the Lebanese Ministry of Health reporting 7
children killed and 38 injured within 24 hours (March 4 statement). (UNICEF)

D) Gulf States/U.S. Military Presence (as of March 5, according to Reuters)

Bahrain: 1 fatality after a fire following a missile interception. (Reuters)
Kuwait: 3 fatalities (including 2 Kuwaiti soldiers) according to the Ministries of
Health and Foreign Affairs. (Reuters)

UAE: 3 fatalities according to the UAE Ministry of Defense. (Reuters)

Oman: 1 fatality after a projectile hit a carrier oft Muscat. (Reuters)
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U.S. Forces: ¢ fatalities in an attack on a facility in Kuwait according to U.S.
Central Command. (Reuters)
Syria: 4 fatalities in an attack on a building in Sweida according to SANA, as
reported by Reuters. (Reuters)

3. Displacement and Strain on Facilities and Services

Lebanon

Mass Shelter: UNHCR (as of March 3) reported that the government stated
58,000 people were in shelters across approximately 320 locations. (UNHCR
Data Portal)

Broader Displacement: The Washington Post (as of March 4) reported
approximately 84,000 displaced, with some shelters in Beirut and Sidon near
capacity. (The Washington Post)

Movement Towards Syria: UNHCR reported that on March 2, around
10,000 Syrians and nearly 1,000 Lebanese crossed border points into Syria
(numbers related to high daily movement/displacement). (UNHCR Data
Portal)

Iran

Exodus from Tehran: UNHCR estimated that around 100,000 people left
Tehran in the first two days after the strikes, with no significant increase in
border crossings in that update. (UNHCR Data Portal)

What’s Available for Media

4., Material and Economic Losses:
Documentation

In the early days, figures for "cost in dollars" are often unstable or not officially
published. Therefore, this section provides documented indicators of material
damage through media/UN reports, instead of final financial figures:

A) Lebanon: Damaged Residential Areas, Civilian Facilities, and
"Pressure on Shelters”
International media reports like AP mentioned strikes in the suburbs and other
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areas, evacuations/evacuation orders for border villages, meaning damage to
housing and local infrastructure and an expansion of tension zones. (AP News)
Direct humanitarian indicators related to damage: Increased displacement,
overcrowded shelters, and growing numbers of affected children as documented

by UNICEF. (UNICEF)

B) Iran: Damage to Health Facilities/Emergency Services (Media
Reports)

Media reports indicated damage to facilities/buildings related to emergency
services and medical facilities in Tehran due to nearby strikes (according to
international press reports). (Wall Street Journal)

Al Jazeera reported damage to hospitals "due to strikes” with no reports of
"direct injuries” to some facilities in that update. (Al Jazeera)

C) Gulf and Energy: Indications of Targeted Damage to Energy Facilities
and Economic Sensitivity

Media reports indicated “damage” to energy facilities in the Gulf and ripple
effects on prices/supply risks (economic-security indicator—still not “final loss
estimate”). (Al Jazeera)

5. Key Points to Highlight

1. Rapid and Accelerating Humanitarian Deterioration: Casualty figures
change daily, and displacement often precedes financial assessments.
(Lebanon/Tehran clear examples). (UNHCR Data Portal)

2. Impact on Children as an Urgent Indicator for Humanitarian Funding
(Protection, Health, Psychosocial Support). (UNICEF)

3. Multiple Fronts (Iran/Lebanon/Gulf/Syria): This means the response
needs regional coordination, not isolated local programs. (Reuters)

4. "Major" Material Losses are usually estimated later by governments/the
World  Bank/UN;j right now, the most stable figures are:
(victims/injuries/displacement/service disruptions).




6. Ready Figures for Slide Presentation - with Date of Figure and Source

Iran: 1,045 dead (as of March 5) — Reuters quoting the Iranian Red Crescent.
(Reuters)

Holy Land: 10 civilian deaths (as of March 5) — Reuters quoting MDA.
(Reuters)

Lebanon: 77 dead (as of March 5) — Reuters quoting the Lebanese Ministry of
Health. (Reuters)

Lebanon: 72 deaths and 437 injuries (as of March 4) — Washington Post
quoting the Lebanese Ministry of Health. (The Washington Post)

Lebanon (Children): 7 dead and 38 injured children within 24 hours (March 4
statement) - UNICEF quoting the Lebanese Ministry of Health. (UNICEF)
Lebanon (Shelters): 58,000 in 320 shelters (as of March 3) - UNHCR.
(UNHCR Data Portal)

Lebanon (Total Displacement): About 84,000 displaced (as of March 4) -
Washington Post. (The Washington Post)

Tehran: About 100,000 left in the first two days —- UNHCR. (UNHCR Data
Portal)

Gulf/U.S. Military: (Bahrain 1, Kuwait 3, UAE 3, Oman 1, 6 Americans in
Kuwait) — Reuters. (Reuters)

HYPERLINKS ARE AVAILABLE IN
THE AR ABIC VERSION - ENCLOSED

Beirut, 05.03.2026
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