June 3, 2026
Dear Members of the U.S House of Representatives,

We, the undersigned organizations, write to ask you to co-sponsor the Lebanon War Powers Resolution
(H.Con.Res. 84), and to vote for its passage when it comes to the floor. Congress must assert its role under the
Constitution and the War Powers Act of 1973 to end the United States’ unlawful, unauthorized participation in
Israel’s military hostilities against Lebanon.

Israel’s ongoing air campaign and invasion of Lebanon constitute a moral atrocity, as it has killed more than
3,000 Lebanese people since March 2, and more than 5,000 overall since 2024." Israel has killed more than 700
since the beginning of the “ceasefire” on April 17th alone.” The U.S. has long been the leading supplier of
weapons for Israel, which have long been used in a wide range of attacks against civilians in Lebanon.? Israeli
forces have engaged in a systematic effort to render the south of Lebanon uninhabitable,* with multiple
instances of the demolition of southern villages to create what Israeli officials describe as a “buffer zone”.’
This effort has included demands for Shia Lebanese to leave the south and for Christian and Druze
communities to expel them, a crime tantamount to ethnic cleansing which serves to reinforce Hezbollah’s
recruiting narrative as the protector of that group from foreign aggression.®

The United States has participated in hostilities in the current Israeli-led war in Lebanon in violation of the
War Powers Act. Under Article I of the Constitution, reaffirmed in law by the War Powers Act of 1973, the
President may not introduce U.S. forces into hostilities or into situations where hostilities are imminent
without a declaration of war or specific statutory authorization from Congress. Furthermore, under Section 8(c)
of the law, the “introduction of armed forces” includes “to command, coordinate, participate in the movement
of, or accompany the regular or irregular military forces of any foreign country or government when such
military forces are engaged, or there exists an imminent threat that such forces will become engaged, in
hostilities.”” Section 8(b) of the War Powers Act makes clear that U.S. participation in the command structure
of any foreign military operation may require specific statutory authorization from Congress. Congress
reaffirmed both of these provisions by passing S.J.Res. 7, which cited the establishment of a “Joint Combined
Planning Cell with Saudi Arabia” as evidence that the U.S. was participating in hostilities in violation of the
War Powers Act.®

The Trump administration actions demonstrating overt command and coordination over Israeli offensive
military decisions in Lebanon arguably represents the most well documented direct U.S. participation in a
foreign military's engagement in hostilities in recent decades. This U.S. role in the war in Lebanon includes
“green lighting” specific Israeli military operations in Lebanon — providing approval or disapproval over
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whether they may proceed — a defining function of military command. For example, on March 12, Israel
Hayom reported that President Trump “approved the ground incursion” by Israel into Lebanon, and “also
authorized expanding it if necessary.” On April 8, Axios’ Barak Ravid reported that “without that green light
from Donald Trump, you wouldn’t have seen Israel go ahead with these very massive strikes in Lebanon that

. killed 250 people.”"® President Trump then issued directives to decelerate the operational tempo of the war
in Lebanon on April 9, stating that “we” need to be “more low-key” in military operations in Lebanon, while
Netanyahu’s chief foreign policy adviser made clear to NBC News that Trump and Netanyahu were in
“complete agreement.”!! The following week, Trump issued a public prohibition on further Israeli bombing,
effectively “issuing an order that Israel had no choice but to obey,” an act that Axios said “would have been
unthinkable under other U.S. administrations.”'?> Weeks later, Israel sought, and was granted, Trump’s “green
light” for its May 6 strike on Beirut, and coordinated with the U.S. in advance, according to Israel’s state
broadcaster Kan."

Israeli officials made clear last week that the U.S. continues to dictate which cities and types of targets in
Lebanon Israel’s military is allowed to attack, with Ynet reporting that “Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel
Katz acknowledged on Tuesday that the military did not strike Beirut because of an American veto,” and Kan
reporting that “Washington ordered Israel not to strike high-rise buildings in the Dahiyeh neighborhood in
southern Beirut.”'* The Times of Israel reports that “Washington approved Israeli plans to expand fighting
against Hezbollah in the coming days, but warned Jerusalem against striking in Beirut,” while a senior Israeli
official stated that the US has given “approval for targeted assassinations in Beirut if an operational
opportunity presents itself.”'® This unprecedented public record of direct and overt U.S. command and
coordination over Israeli hostilities in Lebanon goes alongside deep U.S.-Israel operational integration that
includes critical U.S. intelligence sharing and coordination that has directly led to Israeli strikes on targets in
Lebanon.'® More broadly, Israeli security policy analysts also describe “a shift from traditional strategic
alignment toward a more integrated operational partnership” between CENTCOM and the Israeli Defense
Force in recent years, and this integration includes “closely coordinating both their military and diplomatic
activities, with joint intelligence sharing” and “supporting Israeli actions against Hezbollah resupply efforts”."”
Previous forensic investigations of Israeli attacks in Lebanon in 2024 found the use of U.S.-made JDAMs to
strike civilian targets in Beirut, and given a lack of specific prohibitions from the White House, these weapons
were also likely central to Israel’s recent attacks on the city, painting a broad picture of U.S. involvement.
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To our knowledge, the Executive Branch does not claim that the current U.S. military and intelligence role
with Israel in Lebanon specifically excludes activities that Congress has considered participation in hostilities
that violate Section 8(c). On May 7th, a dozen U.S. Senators formally wrote to Admiral Bradley Cooper,
requesting specific information about a range of potential U.S. activities that Congress has previously viewed
as violating the War Powers Act in the absence of Congressional authorization, including coordination,
refueling, intelligence, support, targeting, or other assistance.'® The Senators also asked whether anyone under
Admiral Cooper’s command had even analyzed whether the U.S. role in Israeli actions in Lebanon “violate
international law, U.S. law, and the laws of armed conflict”. The Senators have received no response, and the
Executive Branch has offered no assurance that any U.S. role in Israeli hostilities in Lebanon complies with
these statutes.

A concurrent War Powers Resolution is the appropriate legislative remedy for Congress to end unauthorized
participation in hostilities, as envisioned by Section 5(c) of the War Powers Act, which states that “at any time
that United States Armed Forces are engaged in hostilities outside the territory of the United States [...] such
forces shall be removed by the President if the Congress so directs by concurrent resolution.” [Emphasis
added.] Legal scholars and Congressional leaders agree the concurrent resolution is valid and binding in the
War Powers context.'”” War Powers Resolutions may be passed even in situations where the hostilities in
question have concluded, as happened before Congress passed War Powers Resolutions in 2020 after Trump’s
strikes on Iran, and when Congress passed the Sanders-Lee-Murphy Yemen War Powers Resolution in 2019 to
prohibit Pentagon refueling of Saudi warplanes bombing Yemen in the middle of their bombing runs, after the
Administration announced that such Pentagon refueling operations had ceased.”* And as Section 5(c) makes
clear, the removal clause of H.Con.Res. 84 applies only to those forces “engaged in hostilities” — not to
activities such as routine protection of U.S. diplomatic facilities or training of foreign military forces in ways
that do not violate Section 8(c). This means that the Lebanon War Powers Resolution will exclusively end U.S.
participation in Israeli hostilities against Lebanon, and has no legal effect on any other U.S. activity in
Lebanon unrelated to these hostilities.

As the White House continues to wage unauthorized and illegal wars in the Middle East that kill U.S.
servicemembers and countless innocent civilians, and cause economic hardship both in the U.S. and around the
world, we urge you to forcefully reassert your role under Article I of the Constitution and pass H.Con.Res. 84,
the Lebanon War Powers Resolution.

Sincerely,
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