7 Jlgallg 83laH1 g Bunrill (g ko
Forum for Development, Culture & Dialogue
(FDCD)

NEWSLETTER
2017

A LOOK BACK AT 2016

66

MY HUMANITY
IS BOUND UP
IN YOURS,
FOR WE
CAN ONLY
BE HUMAN
TOGETHER!

DESMOND TUTU

77




FDCD Newsletter - 2017

TABLE OF CONTENTS FDCD TEAM s
GUginoll

Dr. Riad Jarjour Ghida El Assaad Mireille Hamouche

President Administrative Assistant Assistant to the President
and Project Coordinator

FDCD Team | ,lgoJly aslailly daisd) sastio Jac §oyd 03
Message from FDCD President | saiia]) jud)y allw, 04
Peace Building and Conflict Resolution | wleldl J" 9 PM ) sl Pnga;wmaMS:rlwzger Progra:;mcgg:j?:ator Peace Buﬁj?:ébaﬂdAggnm:f Ii:%esolution
) Program Coordinator
Lebanon a Better Image Annual Dinner | ot slibinll - Jundl )50 o li] 06
Lebanon a Better Image with T3arraf Ta Ma Tettarraf- Impartiality | q?j_l;:, s oy=s 09
Ghazieh International Race | JoaJ) a8 LT 10
Peace Building and Religioué Freedom | &viad) duystly oMoasd) sl 12 _
Peace Couples | ;43 Juslgil) 6 dlalusgll 9 16 F /
Room 961 | A1) as,¢ ) 17
IDEC Interfaith, Dialogue and Education Camp | &;.;.:JL, Jeio . muleilyloodl @iso - 18 Fadwa Ghaddar Traicy Abi Antoun Rony Waked
Cycle for Peace | PM' a6las & dons u-° Al 19 Peace Btélrdoiggag]n% c?oorgl;lri%tt g%resolution Media Coordinator Accountant

Citizenship and Human Rights Program | ,Luu¥) §gd9 alelsll diblgall grabiy

Empowering Civil Society Actors | 5sall gasonall lyad sbd dlelall dibolg ol 20

Women Empowerment Program | al,ll ;.S zobip

Pamela Abi Nader Rola Harb Magd Rdwanian
Empowering Women Countering Extremism | céylaill dgolg0 -9 alyad) OeSad 24 Program Coordinator Secretary %fgoSeDD_wgS:g
Emergency Relief Program | aLe XLy jolsd) zeobiy! 28
Syria Activities | Lygw 56 wlsbil 32

Beshr Mohamad Rahaf Abdo Anas Anjrini

Project Coordinator Field Coordinator Project Coordinator
CSSD - Syria CSSD - Syria CSSD - Syria



o Al
UL
oaiio]

Ao¥) QL) Jirss 5 sliag
dsgaaat] st dwliw oo Bl
&0 aiglesy gatiall bl jias
oliels Ao 8 ala¥) ol wholl
ralia 86 ) dvall) 32l
WSS 20 Jungs oS aad) aypan)
dtbuo ) praesliXly gusload)
Gl 3y 4 51ans 30yd e
‘«2\..\’.3..9.” le_)aJ| a.C)A:J» fq_\.\:| L8+LC
cidgll b dola puglic 28)3 il
dpoad) oyl 5 o ol )
38T dudghun S Lgniless

o0 poldl paSas ) dsBadng
gblisy @gisriey @giloy] molas
alelsd) rq.e_'iS)l_\:\mg dolsd)

d dsliadl wlyaally o LLSoX] b

6A.‘i...a.” aelsw Ale)A’.u &A Og'.‘z_‘i."."g
o) egale coind puid) eladgl
<g2lils mgisn byalin Lo e gl
gyl el Sle dal, S Ghun Ll
‘q.e_'l.]o9| Oyt Py ¢‘q.e.‘i$L5:’9
saiiadl Jolow daoms y 20 0ty
din a9 .asd lalally pulolell dags
Ladls gapunlod) slaannXly acalaial)
la> ol 3 JLa¥ g5 of Baslasall
ool 36La5 , duig LaX] @l
aolg puace L’J! oo X ylagdasw
@b 53 @31s olg sy Judissag
(oo aydg asd e o)

(g ‘L;_l.qa.‘oSJ ‘L‘:.AA-Q-C Jia

Hlgodlg adlailly dugisl) sasio

FDCD Newsletter - 2017

i LS 8Bl @55 o0 930
@il lgedao dll dialle iy 0
alaf [giouing oy ¥]

b ¥ oyl g1l gpid) i Lo sg
draind) satior )55 @ igilel)
sl £33 Tsga Glolly aslatlly
Slondly clytibial ) £6La3 g
Aly bt ] Jool goans slinely
Loy iy Gyond) o Shos sl Jusn])
aibogy ety b y2lge ¥ i
g 390D

b satiall Laias byslo o 1S
il all @b g o) vt
wiyial) G3lanl) giog dlelal)
AT G5 d¥) javas)) dgaloag
ralin olobuadl el JS ez
Lg- dajilo Hlani¥ Go-do £59Li09
Js b Lawsdsy iy Un o sus
alglasallyallssllds sl qudll
Mis¥) Joady anlodl e lly
el pagin 3o e poladdly
alelall aiblgell ) Casia sgaad)

LioJle ;8 wlanllcie jlul
N oledl A Giped
il leiA) aleio 6 wigg
aplayBiaal yAiml

Aco 8 Jigll mslal god
&)l gl @ il ¢laly
i)l nilUg o

& 5l gl g Eual
Qb9 g ol ;9
laoAlp pl Jleg.aujgrg
L ca8la g i

Wl odlcuacliig. yiuc
e 2920 ol jg@nd o
lgo Ulods adguuio
Jotlgeye ol Gl

9 aiwlodnl U el
Loy plbpe gulidl yugo)
Liolg balnislg e lodnlg

MESSAGE FROM FDCD PRESIDENT

THE YEAR 2016 BROUGHT TO
THE ARAB WORLD AN IMPORT-
ANT SERIES OF EVENTS THAT
UNFOLDED AT A TREMENDOUS
PACE, HOWEVER LACKING
EVEN THE SMALLEST HINT OF
POSITIVITY.

IN LIGHT OF THE EXACERBAT-
ING TENSIONS IN MOST OF
MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES,
VIOLENT EXTREMISM HAS
GAINED GROUND, AND WARS
HAVE WREAKED HAVOC IN
YEMEN, LYBIA, IRAQ AND

SYRIA, UNDERMINING THE VERY
FOUNDATIONS OF LIVELIHOODS,
AND RAISING MORE CONCERNS
AS TO THE DETERIORATION OF
THE SECURITY SITUATION IN' AN
UNPRECEDENTED MANNER.

In this bleak context, hopes to
achieve peace and stability remain
afar, and it is therefore impossible
to assuage fears, to comfort the
people, and to improve the situ-
ation at the social, economic and
security levels. It only seems that
we are getting one step closer to a
World War Three, which takes the
Middle East as a battleground, and
its people as victims.

In the midst of a turbulent, not to
say blazing East, the FDCD spared
no effort in sowing the seeds of
peace, disseminating the culture
of coexistence and dialogue, and
being the glimmer of hope to the
youth and to the generation of war,
thus urging them not to migrate,
but to love, resist and stay in their
hometown.

The forum launched more than a
just a single initiative in its endeav-
our to consolidate the values of
active citizenship, counter violent
extremism, and eradicate exclusive
discrimination. This is why the
initiatives upheld the concepts

and principles of human rights,
which underpinned their work

in its entirety, whether planning,
implementation or assessment, in
each targeted society, and extrap-
olated the true meanings of justice,
equality, coexistence, tolerance
and solidarity, thus instilling in the
new generation the value of active
citizenship, and the will to always
strive for civil peace.

Based on the “open arms” policy,
the forum’s activity was primarily
focused on cooperating with civil
society organisations in Syria,
Lebanon and Iraq that disseminate
the concepts of religious freedom.
It has elaborated, in a joint effort
with its local and regional partners,
a unigue declaration entitled “the
Charter of Religious Freedom” that
addresses urgent matters, such as
the need to promote and protect
religious freedoms in a moral and

rightful manner, to empower people
by consolidating their faith, creed,
and personal culture, active and
innovative participation in society.
Using the available tools and
capacities, and in close collabora-
tion with its partners, the forum has
provided assistance to those who
suffered from war, and were forced
to leave their home and livelihoods,
so that they could live with dignity,
hold on to their land and culture
and never leave their hometown.
The forum, albeit small in size,
draws on the relentless efforts of
its staff, and on the cooperation
with its volunteers and friends who
are always ready to help, to be the
paragon of hope, proving once
again that civil peace and the cul-
ture of dialogue are the only path to
coexistence, to a prosperous and
safe future in the Middle East in
which we are living, and where we
will stay.

This is our promise to you. We will,
forever, keep delivering on that
promise, with love.

Forum for Development, Culture
and Dialogue
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LEBANON A BETTER IMAGE
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ON FRIDAY NOVEMBER 2016,
FDCD ORGANIZED AN EVENT
AT THE SMALLVILLE HOTEL TO
CELEBRATE THE VOLUNTEERS
AND THEIR SUCCESSFUL ACTIV-
ITIES WITH THE FORUM. THE
EVENT WAS ATTENDED BY LBl
INITIATIVE (LEBANON A BETTER
IMAGE) VOLUNTEERS, GIZ REP-
RESENTATIVE MS. URTE LUTZEN,
UNDP'S COUNTRY DIRECTOR

IN SYRIA, COLLEAGUES FROM
VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND
FODCD STAFR,

FDCD president Rev. Dr. Riad
Jarjour opened the event with a
welcome speech.

Program coordinators Ms. Fadwa
Ghaddar & Mr. Charbel Abou Madi
spoke about their experience in
working with the enthusiastic LB
volunteers and FDCD'’s mission and
vision and future projects.

“Room 9617, a short movie which
was produced and directed by
LBI volunteers, was displayed.
The director of the movie, Ms.
Sarah Rahouly emphasized the
essential role of youth in liberating
the human being from society’s
prejudices and restraints.

“Apeace” mobile application was
also released. FDCD volunteers’
team Mr. Robert Gemayel and Mr.
Hassan Hashem described the
importance of such a platform in
bringing peace builders together.

Following that, FDCD volunteers
presented testimonies and suc-
cessful experiences with FDCD
workshops.
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The Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue, FDCD, organized the

second “Lebanon A Better Image — LBI” youth training camp for volun-

teers. “T3arraf Ta Ma Tettarraf”-Impartiality was this year’s theme. The
three days training camp held at the Garden Hotel Brumana, focused on

building youth volunteers capacities and enhancing their ability to accept
others in order to build a better society.

The camp was designed to train participants on human resource man-

agement in retrospect on impartiality and tolerance.

As an end this year’s episode, an outing to the snowy mountains Kfar-

debian was organized to celebrate the volunteers’ commitment.
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GHAZIEH
INTERNATIONAL
RACE 2016
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“Running for Peace” is an athletic rally organized by Ghazieh Academic
Association in Southern Lebanon. 6000 joggers from various clubs, schools
and universities as well as from the Lebanese Army the General Security
and Internal Security athletes joined the event along with participants from
Arab and African countries.

The event was both sponsored and attended by the Lebanese General
Security Director, Major- General Abbas lbrahim and the president of the
Forum for development, Culture and Dialogue Rev. Dr. Riad Jarjour. Artists
and media representatives were also present.
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PEACE BUILDING
AND RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM
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PEACE BUILDING AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN SYRIA AND LEBA-
NON IS A THREE-YEAR PROJECT WHICH AIMS AT ENABLING SYR-
IAN AND LEBANESE YOUTH, WOMEN AND MEDIA STAKEHOLDERS
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE REDUCTION OF EXTREMIST VIEWS AND
SUPPORT COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE OF THE DIFFERENT RELI-
GIOUS «OTHER», THESE ENTITIES PLAY VITAL ROLES IN COMMUNI-

TIES" EVOLUTION AT ALL LEVELS AND REFLECT THEIR AWARENESS
PULSE AND THEIR SOCIAL IMMUNITY.
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The project will support these
dynamic components to invest
in strategies that adopt and
promote the values of religious
freedom, social cohesion and
diversity and confront the per-
secution of minorities.

The program nurtures social
integration, challenges extrem-
ist dogmas and prejudice
through exploring and under-
standing the concepts of active
citizenship, freedom of speech
and gender equality as well

as establishing collaboration
channels between women,
youth, media stakeholders and
civil society.

The goal of the first year is to raise
awareness about the importance
of dialogue and to understand the
positive behaviors that change
conflicts in terms of the impact on
religious diversity and acceptance
of the other. A workshop was held
at the Garden Hotel Brumana

between October 26 and 31. 25
women, religious leaders and young
civil society activists gathered to
share experiences and received
four days of training on religious
freedom and active citizenship.
Participants developed nonviolent
communication and dialogue skills,
discovered effective and applicable
methods to promote active citizen-
ship and build civil peace.

Peace building and religious free-
dom preserve the social fabric of
our communities. The religious,
cultural and ethnic structure of the
Middle East region reflects a rich
and unigue portray of a harmonious
vivacious blend. The cornerstone

of this 3 year program is to defy
intolerance and expand the princi-
ples of non-violence that build solid
bridges through youth, women and
media stakeholders. Consequently,
these components become positive
agents of change in times of con-
flict, and thus safeguard our identity.
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PEACE COUPLES

MEDIATION AND CONFLICT
RESOLUTION ARE CONCEPTS
THAT WE OFTEN HEAR ABOUT,
BUT WE MAY NOT REALIZE HOW
IMPORTANT THEY ARE IN OUR
DAILY LIVES. WHETHER THERE
S A BUSINESS, PERSONAL

OR LEGAL DISPUTE, A GOOD
MEDIATOR WILL RESOLVE A LOT
OF POTENTIAL PROBLEMS, AND
CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELLBE-
ING OF SOCIETY.

Given the importance of medi-

~ ation, FDCD organized “Peace

Couples”: a series of five training
sessions on mediation and conflict

resolution. The sessions took place
in April - May 2016 at the Maronite
Diocese of Antelias, and the cov-
ered subjects were: The Principles
of Mediation, The Role of the Medi-
ator, The Techniques of Mediation,
and the final two sessions had the
participants practice the mediation
skills that they learned. The trainers
who provided the sessions were
experts from Saint Joseph Uni-
versity’s “Professional Center for
Mediation”.

As such, the participants gained
basic mediation concepts and
skills, which enabled them to
become more comfortable with
resolving conflicts they may
encounter in their daily lives, espe-
cially as couples.
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IDEC - INTERFAITH, DIALOGUE

AND EDUCATION CAMP

IDECH20 1 6Jé

INTERNATIONAL
DIALOGUEJAND]
EDUCATIONJCAMP

THIRTY SEVEN YOUNG LEADERS FROM FOUR-
TEEN COUNTRIES GATHERED IN THE SERENE
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE OF DHOUR CHWEIR IN

. raude il jlgnJl fouAo

Lebanon.

" eqiill Jain)"

In continuation of the foundations set by the previous
IWSC camps, IDEC 2016 focused on the subject

of preventing violent extremism. The participants
were chosen with an emphasis on being educators /
trainers / youth leaders so that they may diffuse the
knowledge acquired in IDEC 2016 to their audiences
in their home countries.

FDCD president Rev. Dr. Riad Jarjour and First Sec-
retary of The Swiss Embassy Mr. Nicolas Masson
opened the Camp. Participants engaged in the seven
day workshop, dialogue and reflection and interactive
sessions. Visits were organized to several areas in

The camp not only provided participants with a
deeper insight on violent extremism and how to

counter it, but it also allowed them to put the tools

ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERNATIONAL

DIALOGUE & EDUCATION CAMP, IDEC 2016.
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they learned into practice through its multicultural

aspect. Friendships were built, stereotypes were bro-
ken, and a network of youth committed to countering
violent extremism and promoting peace was formed.
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CYCLE FOR PEACE
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Cycle for peace. Sports
Spreading the Culture of Peace

The Forum for Development,
Culture and Dialogue organized
its yearly Cycle for Peace event
on May 29, 2016 to promote the
culture of peace building.

This year, the event took place in
the southern city of Tyr, benefit-

ing 20 children from the Zahrani
refugee camp. This sporting event
took place in Tyr's Public Garden in
coordination with “Sour by Bike”.

The Maronite Scouts organized
games and activities for the chil-
dren at the refugee camp while
FDCD’s team was preparing and
equipping the garden to welcome
the young cyclists. When the
children arrived, they were offered
lunch. Then, they cycled along-
side our volunteers in the garden’s
courtyard. The children spent a
cheerful and memorable day.
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IN MARCH 2014, FDCD ORGA-
NIZED AN INITIATIVE FOR SYRIAN
RECONCILIATION SPONSORED
BY THE NORWEGIAN MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; SEVERAL
MEETINGS WERE HELD IN OSLO

-21-

In light of these principles and
recognizing that a true solution
can only come from people who
become themselves the catalysts
of change in their local communi-
ties, and again with the generous
support of the Norwegian minis-
try of foreign affairs (through the
Norwegian Embassy in Beirut)

increased awareness on values
and concepts relevant to active
citizenship, a better understanding
of the positive aspect of difference
and diversity and their implications,
a better understanding of concepts
related to conflicts, violence and
peace building, a better under-
standing of different behaviors in

,‘. ' AND LED TO THE ADOPTION OF FDCD launched its project on conflict and violence situations,
- THE OSLO PRINCIPLES MAINLY  the Empowerment of Syrian Civil improving skills in problem solving
Jga Je= A=) Society Actors in the framework of  and negotiation techniques.
e 1al) u\}d STATING THAT FOR ANY SOLU- its ongoing efforts to bring people
TION TO BE SUSTAINABLE AND  together, overcome differences and  This group of young Syrians was a
REASSURING FOR ALL COMPO- foster peaceful conflict resolution sample of the Syrian society, and
means. through the local initiatives they
NENTS OF THE SYRIAN SOCI- were asked to conduct after the

ETY, IT SHOULD BE BASED ON
‘CITIZENSHIP".

The project aims at spreading a
culture of peace, openness and
tolerance by upholding the values
of Citizenship.

The first step of this project was
a training workshop for 31 young
participants (between 25 and

35 years old) that took place in
Brumana, Lebanon aiming at an

workshop, they will be the small
pebble that will cause thousand
ripples, spreading a new culture
and bringing new hope for a better
tomorrow!
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EMPOWERING
CIVIL SOCIETY
ACTORS
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SOME PERSONAL
IMPRESSIONS AFTER
THE WORKSHOP:
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“| couldn’t believe that it was possible for me to interact with people from
another region”

Youssef - oy

(et ¥ Ll sy fia Loess Jodl @ 13) dtghasnad) cuial
“| realized the responsibility....if | do nothing, it will mean | Am nothing”

Mays - ywn

Calon] o) STy adlisa Ll col)..ddsils (ST oI
“| wasn't scared...| saw that | was different, but positively different”

Dima - first time out of Syria - dygss pyl> 80 Jgi - Laws
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“l am optimistic, there is a good level of awareness in our society

which we should invest and we can make a qualitative leap
regardless of when the crisis ends”

Nour - yg5
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“you cannot find yourself if you do not belong anywhere...our personal devel-
opment depends on our contribution to our society’s advancement”

Mohammed - sa>a
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“my interaction with Muslims was amazing. | could break the stereotypes.

| am not a number in my society...
if | do nothing to improve my society it means | do not exist”

Daniel - Jlsls
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“l am happy... | always had ideas and thoughts, | didn’t know they were com-
mon to so many people; the workshop was diverse, we had the chance to

meet people from different backgrounds... it is very enriching... We all stayed
in Syria, we are all suffering... but our will for life will always be stronger!!”
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EMPOWERING
WOMEN
COUNTERING
EXTREMISM

THE EMPOWERING WOMEN COUNTER-
ING EXTREMISM (EWCE) IS AN INITIATIVE
THAT IS CARRIED OUT IN COOPERATION
BETWEEN FORUM FOR DEVELOPMENT,
CULTURE AND DIALOGUE FDCD AND
DANMISSION WITH THE SUPPORT OF
THE DANISH-ARAB PARTNERSHIP
INITIATIVE AT THE DANISH MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

WHEN IT COMES TO EXTREMISM, WOMEN ARE AFFECTED,
BUT RARELY ENABLED IN COUNTERING IT!

SVEN HUGHES - GLOBAL INFLUENCE

The EWCE program comes as a
result of what our societies are
witnessing recently by having so
many terrorist groups that initiate
violent attacks, destruction and
collective killings of people with-
out any respect for human dignity.
Unfortunately these extremist
groups made extensive usage of
social media to spread the hate
speech and hate crimes, moreover
in luring young women and men to

WAY Y

carry out their terrorist attacks.
Women'’s role is extremely vital
and important not only in times of
peace but also in times of war.

Despite the crucial role women
can play in such circumstances,
yet they see themselves mar-
ginalized in the making decision
process. Women are drawn — or
recruited — into vital support roles
through effective social-media
campaigns that promise devout
jihadist husbands, a home in a true
Islamic state and the opportunity
to dedicate their lives to their reli-
gion and their God. This program
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contributes to enhance the role of
women and aims for transparent
dialogue, as well as countering and
even defying the fear of the rising
terrorist groups through effective
social media.

In 2016, the program’s outcomes
brought to light the mobilization of
a group of 30 professionals and
activists (women and men) from
Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Irag, Tuni-
sia, Morocco, Jordan and Denmark
who succeeded in creating a com-
mon space for participants coming
from various religious, political and
social backgrounds. Participants
were empowered in both the net-
working seminar and the training
workshop with knowledge, tools,
methodology and ideas, enabling
them to launch online campaigns
that responded to the local needs
of their communities. A toolkit on
preventing/countering extremism
through the social media platforms
has been designed and an online
active network has been built to
uncover, analyze and understand
the different local, regional and
global circumstances inducing
women and youth to engage in
religious dialogue to promote
peace and prevent/counter violent
extremism.

The EWCE helped in building the
participants’ capacity concerning
online preventing/countering violent
extremism campaigns based on
the particularities of each country.

Although we started as a training
program, Empowering Women
Countering Extremism (EWCE) is
aiming to become a collabora-
tion of individuals, organizations
and institutions sharing one goal:
to make a positive change in

our communities and stand firm
against violent extremism.

EWCE IS INTER-FAITH AND
INTERNATIONAL. WE BELIEVE IN
ACTIONS, NOT JUST WORDS,
THIS 1S OUR CHANCE TO BUILD
ON THE GOOD WORK THAT
OTHERS ALREADY CARRY OUT
TO PROTECT OUR COMMUNI-
TIES. THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO
COLLABORATE, TO FORM NEW
PARTNERSHIPS, AND TO MAKE
A REAL DIFFERENCE.
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“It's when we start working together
that the real healing takes place...
it’s when we start spilling our sweat,
and not our blood”
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(Lias sy Lidye 8y Losic ... Lao

~ Tamara from Jordan
REY ARV
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“A small group is a community; each
must learn how to know the different
other and respect the differences”
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~ Meriem, Tunisia
O3 @R
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«Getting to know what others are
doing in their respective countries has
helped me a lot in defining and reflect-
ing over how we work with countering

extremism in Denmarks.
als iy Lo Lo £MoXlg wlpsdl Jals ol
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~ Nadia from Denmark
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yall Lo
To join our cause please like and follow our
Facebook page:

@EWCExtremism
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FDCD EMERGENCY

RELIEF PROGRAM

S0 aob
JlgJlg deldillg duodil

aJ

LE UL ol

il o o) juo jna Ll
o jUl cudAa Lous bauac
Lwalul laole & gl
aulusll sl cilg
08 GEAD LB Bl 10 11
LAy 1A do)f i
Sl @life Ll
.aJJow 9 Wbgluiiodig

FOCD'S EMERGENCY RELIEF
HAS BEEN RESPONDING TO THE
CRISIS IN SYRIA SINCE 2011,
WORKING TO PROVIDE PEOPLE
CAUGHT UP IN THE VIOLENCE
WITH ESSENTIAL HUMANITARIAN
AID. SINCE 2012, WE HAVE
BEEN WORKING DEEP INSIDE
THE COUNTRY TO REACH
VULNERABLE FAMILIES.
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SINCE THE CONFLICT BEGAN,
FDCD HAS DELIVERED MORE
THAN $2 MILLION WORTH OF
AID INSIDE SYRIA, ASSISTING
THOUSANDS OF SYRIANS,

WE ARE DISTRIBUTING FOOD
PACKS, CLOTHES AND HYGIENE
SUPPLIES TO COMMUNITIES
UNDER SIEGE WITHIN SYRIA AND
DISPLACED PEOPLE. WE ARE
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ALSO PROVIDING LIVELIHOOD
PROGRAMS AND PSYCHOSO-
CIAL SUPPORT FOR REFUGEES
INSIDE IN SYRIA.

MORE THAN HALF OF ALL

' | SYRIANS HAVE BEEN FORCED

TO LEAVE THEIR COUNTRY,
WHILE THOSE WHO REMAIN
HAVE OFTEN BEEN DISPLACED
FROM THEIR HOMES MULTIPLE
TIMES. THE SYRIA CRISIS IS
ENTERING ITS SIXTH YEAR,
AND HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
ARE GREATER THAN EVER.
THE EFFECTS OF THIS CRISIS
ARE SEVERELY IMPACTING THE
WHOLE OF SYRIA.



SECTORS OF INTERVENTION:

FDCD has been working on sup-
porting people affected by the Syria
crisis in various sectors, depending
on the needs on the ground and
humanitarian access. The inter-
vention varies based on the needs
assessment received from the field.
The main sectors that FDCD has
been involved in are:

FOOD SECURITY: Providing food
parcels.

NON-FOOD ITEMS AND SUPPORT
FOR WINTER NEEDS: deliver-

ing hygiene kits and other items
needed to overcome difficult winter
conditions such as blankets, gas,
heaters and tents.

CHILD PROTECTION AND PSY-
CHOSOCIAL SUPPORT: providing
recreational activities and therapy
through play to support trauma-
tized children, alongside orphan
sponsorship.

FDCD Newsletter - 2017

RESILIENCE: enhancing
peace-building activities to harmo-
nize the conditions between Syrian
refugees and host communities.

The violence in Syria continues

to lead to more displacement,
destruction and difficulty, threat-
ening people’s lives and affecting
access to food and basic services.
The number of internally dis-
placed people is increasing, and
humanitarian groups cannot meet
increasing needs. The humanitar-
ian context is extremely critical in
Aleppo, Idlib and besieged areas
such as East Ghouta, West Ghouta,
Southern Damascus suburb,
Northern Homs Suburbs, and
Daryy. The most critical needs are
in all emergency sectors of shelter,
non-food items, food, and health
and water/ sanitation. These needs
must be met in order to adequately
respond to the growing needs of
new internally displaced people
(IDPs) in Syria.

Our operation inside Syria is difficult
and dangerous. Our staff and
volunteers have suffered a lot in the
line of duty as they deliver aid.
FDCD'’s program Emergency Relief
focused on not only assisting the
deprived host community persons
who have lost their homes and their
job security but also the internally
displaced who fled their homes due
to the conflict. The program targets
Food, WASH and Winterization.

Through the generosity of our
partners, Canadian Food Grains
Bank, Mennonite Central Commit-
tee, COSV, Oxfam, HEKS, Danmis-
sion, United Churches of Christ ...
we were able to assist more than
10,000 families in Syria (Aleppo,
Damascus, Homs, Hama, Sweida,
Tartous, Dir Attieh, etc...) and
enable to live a life of dignity.

We hope that the Syria crisis will
soon end, enabling us to contribute
to rebuilding of lives and livelihoods
that is desperately needed. We
would like to thank all our donors
who have contributed, however
large or small their donations. We
hope to continue providing support

to Syrians everywhere, assisting
their survival and hoping that one
day they will be able to return to
their homes safely.

FDCD LIVELIHOOD PROGRAM
The opportunity to work and earn
a living is one of the most effective
ways people can rebuild their lives
in dignity and peace.

We at FDCD operate in livelihood
strengthening by providing work
opportunities to vulnerable women
in charge of their household.
Indeed, with the destruction of
livelihoods because of the war and
the sweeping lack of work oppor-
tunities across Syria, the need to
build resilience in the communities
has also emerged. FDCD feels
urged to contribute to alleviat-

ing the economic hardship and
strengthening therefore livelihoods
and one particular group suffering
from the consequences of war is
Syrian women. With the absence
the traditional male provider from
the home (death, disappearance,
jailing, in militant groups or gov-
ernment forces), Syrian women are
becoming at increasing rates head
of their household, struggling to
support and protect their families.
Indeed, the proportion of Syrian
women heading their households
has dramatically increased to reach
almost 33% according to the latest
reports.

FDCD'’s work in this area is guided
by several core principles: protec-
tion, diversity, equity, access and
sustainability and as such we at
FDCD have taken

We work to promote the right to
work, the right to skills development
and innovative ways of support-

ing economic self-reliance among
those forced to flee their homes.

We strive to empower them to build
strong social, economic and cultural
ties with their host communities,
and to strengthen their capacity to
claim their rights.
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BASMEH W RASMEH

“A drawing and a smile” is a psychosocial support intervention through
art which has benefited around 80 children from host communities and
refugees in Deir Attiyeh area over a period of four days. Each group was
hosted for two days, and the activities touched upon self-identification
and how children see themselves, identifying others, and enhancing chil-
dren’s sense of creativity and imagination through telling stories that the
children themselves have created. Stories were told through shapes and
colors, and then through puppets.

The second activity was about interviews with children in order to identify
their problems, needs, and let them speak about issues that they do not
talk about with their parents.
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WARD
INITIATIVE

WARD HAS BEEN LAUNCHED
TO BE THE BASIS OF A COM-
MUNAL ACTION TO SOLIDIFY
THE VALUES OF ACTIVE CIT-
IZENSHIP AND COUNTER-
ING VIOLENCE AND SOCIAL
DISCRIMINATION THROUGH
SPREADING AWARENESS ON
THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES
TOWARDS SOCIETY. THE INITIA-
TIVE HAD THREE ACTIVITIES:
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The first was the interactive theater
at the Sabki garden in Damascus
and which targeted beggar children
in order to raise awareness on how
to deal with issues like violence
(both verbal and physical) and child
marriage. Animation artistic perfor-
mances were presented to enter-
tain the children and draw a smile
on their faces.

The second benefited children
with special needs and was con-
ducted in a mall to raise awareness
towards the integration of kids with
special needs with other kids and
promote values of tolerance and
acceptance.

The third activity took place at
Damascus Opera House and was
attended by various personalities
as well as international NGOs and
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civil society activists. The event
focused on the challenges facing
Syrian women, damages of the
war and its emotional devastations
(abuse, rape and family dismantle-
ment). A documentary highlighting
the priority of human rehabilitation
was projected.

0JgA 19 6 )alo Cialinl
L U 0in06lg)
aihlgolious aduw i
wicldu laog el

U0 Llodall juodig
992 ualoo pit JUs
e e odao wlalgg
auotoniaud ekl i
6lgliiLodlg el ualac)
Jousg yinle g us g
oAl g @A
U9 2)9 Mo uhall
Juol gegdlpue piiy s
J9aalnjodhag doaloll
JUA (o dlclall didnlg ol
:ullles Gl



FDCD Newsletter - 2017

@2¥gl lgaad pail) cilga ¥ Cumy Lainais @3g TN\ b coadl coo alo 3y5lio
igally duisnl rayantly ¥l iond] ooty il ol coomlly coyond] s
AL plyd) pugaolithle clisyland) dawladl) caslio (o ey cllig  siiogl
aadl zaioad) Sliao 30 S ac jgunog

"HELLAT HOBB”

[t is an initiative that was carried out in February 2016 to celebrate the
endless love of mothers who lost their children during the war, the per-
sistent love defying grief and sorrow, concealed wounds and cruel death.
The initiative was supported by His Holiness Augustine Ephrem the 2nd.
The event was attended by numerous civil society activists.
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NEHNA LABAAD

“Nehna Labaad” (We support each other) initiative was conducted in
August 2016 at the Karama care center for the elderly to alleviate the
pain of senior citizens facing the hardships of life and hoping to some-
how relieve them from their sadness, even for one day.

The initiative was about delivering the elderly with a home-made meal
prepared by women who volunteered with our team. Gifts were distrib-
uted to all the center’s guests, and artistic performances were presented
to 105 elderly people who found themselves totally abandoned due the
life’s cruel circumstances, painful family conditions and a pitiless war.
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INITIATIVE-
NAHEL
CENTER

Nahel center in Damascus orga-
nized a 3 day workshop for youth
and gathered 30 participants from
different backgrounds of the Syrian
society, focusing on active citizen-
ship, tolerance, and dialogue.
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Many activities were organized,
initiating participants to design
development and rehabilitation
plans for the areas they live in.
Two similar workshops for children
followed. “Grandma Latouf”, as the
kids called her, was facilitating the
workshops and accompanied the
children through her storytelling
and interactive games. She played
a great role in bringing children
together and develop friendships
among each other.

Activities included interactive the-
ater, coloring, recycling, hiking and
outdoor adventures.

520 0Jalo
Jo jaj0-
Lol

PIG-0 o G303 -8 g Jae (o5
oliisl) e gl slasily dillyol
00 dlibig LLb T 0 yiS) g
9l gaimall aldol ilisa
yail] @3 pbl &35 e e cpatwl
iy Sy dibolyol) pogio sle L
2aizal) 8 Mels Wbty syadl 09y
a2 lgot) @udng caliseall 5 X) o,
o0 desial) )LS6¥) o sunsell 7yl 3
ol ddlhiall gt aS)Lbsall S8
LgLialis Lgss oy

AIN
INITITAIVE

“An eye on differences, another on
conflict” is a documentary about
life in Syria.

The documentary was filmed in Tar-
tous with individuals from different
backgrounds in Syria, both from the
refugees and the host communities
and who work in various domains
(selling clothes, soap manufactur-
ing, baking, handymen, etc...).
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Oum Alaa,an IDP from Aleppo who lost
her husband during the war, is baking
and selling pastries in the streets of
Latakia to support her 6 children.
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Ghayth, an IDP from Ghouta who lost
everything during the war, started his
business over again in Latakia with his
friends’ support and is offering free
haircuts to IDPs .
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e SYRIAN WOMEN,
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| BETWEEN CITIZENSHIP
AND VIOLENCE

Wajaa’ (Pain) is a documentary that sheds light on the hardships and
sufferings that Syrian women are enduring throughout the war. It illustrates
the terror practiced against them discloses and the stories of women

from diverse areas in the country (Lattakia, Tartous, Damacus, Homs,
etc.), women who have been subject to both physical and psychological
violence for the past six years. Moreover, the documentary features female
Syrian activists as well as women who are in positions of influence.

Being part of Ward initiative activities which were organized by the Char-
itable Society for Sustainable Development, Wajaa’ was projected at the
Opera House in Damascus on December 28, 2016.
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"MY RIGHTS IN COLOR™ =

“My Rights in Color” is an animation video raising awareness on children’s
rights. It was presented to children aged between 6 and 12, in Damascus
suburb areas, in cooperation with several groups that provide psycho-
social support for children. Coloring books were also distributed, with
drawings that emphasize children’s rights.
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“WE WILL COME BACK”
INITIATIVE

“Raj3in” (We Will Come Back) is an initiative where a training of train-

ers was provided for those who directly work with women and youth,
and which took place in Sayida Zaynab area, Damascus suburb. The
workshop focused on meetings between the trainees with women and
children on a daily basis and working with them on group activities.

The training focused on subjects like children rights, non-violence, citi-
zenship, co-existence and tolerance.

Meetings with children included interactive games, drawing and coloring,
interactive theater, discussions, raising awareness on the importance of
pursuing education and reintegrating children in schools. Meetings with
women focused on discussions, innovative projects to develop and sus-
tain the areas they live in, how to rightfully interact with family members,
and preventing child abuse.

Women launched several development projects which would provide
beneficial support to livelihood. All these are among the topics which
elaborate the concept of active citizenship in interactive ways and effec-
tive methods for women and children.
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WORKSHOP ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF
VOLUNTEER WORK

The Charitable Society for Sustainable Development organized a work-
shop on September 18, 2016 to emphasize the importance of volunteer
work and its crucial role in the development of society.
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“Kashawia” which means basket in the Syrian terminology, reflecting the
diversity of Syria’s communities, is an initiative which was organized in
Salamiya, Hama. A common space was prepared and equipped to host
the initiative and guarantee its sustainability. Several introduction sessions
took place and included live music, folklore singing.121 participants aged
between 40 and 80 were present.

Activities included dialogue and sharing of experiences. Films and
documentaries were screened followed by discussion sessions. Medical
awareness guidance courses were provided, in addition to raising aware-
ness campaigns on citizenships, rights, duties, tolerance and diversity.

In addition, psychosocial support activities for the elderly were delivered.
Arts and crafts workshops were also launched.
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READY FOR THE
CHALLENGE!

“Ready for the challenge” is not only an initiative
launched in Aleppo by networking with 16 active
organizations in the governorate, but also the corner-
stone of the participatory approach needed for the
future. The idea emerged from the needs’ assessment
conducted within the society and from the group’s firm
conviction (200 volunteers) that only with cooperation
can better results be achieved.

The first activity gathered, for three consecutive days,
a significant number of volunteers alongside school
students in Aleppo, which was itself, a challenge. The
activity revolved around ways to overcome four key
challenges: thirst of knowledge/ team work/ collective
crisis/ personal concerns. They were reflected in rec-
reational workshops and activities that attempted, as
much as possible, to create a space of brotherhood
and citizenship thus laying the foundations of effective
communication between students and volunteers.

“A day of Joy”, “day of Hope” is the second activity
launched on the 27/1 targeting the new internally
displaced people to Western Aleppo who got the
chance of meeting Santa Claus. In fact, the substantial
number of children waiting for him, smiling with their
parents, was itself a big surprise.
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THE YOUTH
VILLAGE

“The Youth Village” is a societal ini-
tiative targeting all age categories
from different regions in Aleppo,
with the single aim of dissem-
inating several concepts such

as tolerance, active citizenship,
positive approaches to difference
and peace.

The initiative gathered several
volunteers in training sessions

aiblgall g wliyg M Lgalacl
O 4_1_L,X|).g_m2| S gblio &3)’ oo
Lial casaa¥) S ) 101 plall dslgs
ol 6 el S Le L.JL.,S

oe2ls 8 8)sladl 0is yeloo HJSJ-'
Shlge spamill azg ple puaslyll
©gid5 jayadg slal¥)y Jolgsl)
diblsal) @ualis cug wganiiy
iloyo ) Joogd) dnty mgin
gl ) Lgiglii

wlblis 58 8)sbadl dasys Lol
@lalgg puilie prma 4 wasuanid
o0 LgIs pe28l) Joons Joe

that revolved around the various
concepts of citizenship and led to
three workshops on citizenship held
in four different regions during the
last four months of 2016, which
registered the worst security situa-
tion and life threatening conditions
Aleppo has ever known.

The initiative aimed at teaching the
youth, in particular, communication
and oratory skills, consolidating
their self-confidence and dissemi-
nating among them the true mean-
ing of citizenship, hoping that they
will carry these values with them
back home.

Several activities reflected the pri-
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mary purpose of the initiative such
as puppet shows and workshops,
turning the youth from receivers
into givers, to a certain extent that
they were the ones to organize and
launch the initiative’s activities in
their entirety, chiefly the final activity:
the “Group of joy” play staged on
the 29th October 2016, in which
most of them have performed. They
have organized special activities

as well, targeting orphans in their
orphanages, thus broadening the
dissemination of their values. Some
of the workshops were held in the
mosques, and were perceived as
psychological support to the youth.



“NURTURING DIVERSITY AND PEACE
BUILDING” CONFERENCE

SSUES THE “"CHARTER OF RELIGIOUS
-REEDOM”™ AND CALLS FOR THE
REFORM OF EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA

THE FORUM FOR DEVELOPMENT CULTURE AND DIALOGUE, TOGETHER WITH THE IRAQ
AMAL ASSOCIATION AND THE PERMANENT PEACE MOVEMENT IN LEBANON, CONCLUDED
THE ACTIVITIES OF THEIR REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON “NURTURING DIVERSITY AND PEACE
BUILDING” HELD AT GEFINOR ROTANA HOTEL IN COOPERATION WITH THE MENNONITE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE WITH SUPPORT FROM CANADA. THE CONFERENCE ENDED WITH

A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS, WHICH, IN' SPITE OF BEING
NON-BINDING, SHALL CONSTITUTE A GOOD BASIS FOR ENHANCING RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS,
PARTICULARLY THROUGH RELIGIOUS SPEECH AS WELL AS THROUGH TERMINOLOGIES AND
ATTITUDES ADOPTED TOWARDS THE DIFFERENT “OTHER".
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The following summarizes the
spirit of the Charter of Religious
Freedoms:

Whereas the Concept of Peace
Building and Sustainability is based
on the respect of religious free-
doms with all they include,

Whereas the promotion and pro-
tection of religious freedoms is an
ethical and legal responsibility of all
parties concerned,

In order to enable individuals and
groups with different ideas, beliefs
or religions to nurture their own
faith, belief and culture and to
take an active and creative part in
society,

And in light of religious freedoms
including, without being limited
to, the following: a) freedom to
choose, or not, your religion, b)
freedom of worship, and freedom
to establish and maintain religious
institutions, c¢) freedom of using
the necessary resources for the
practice of religious rituals and
customs, d) freedom to write, issue
and distribute religious-related
publications, e)freedom to teach
a religion, f) freedom to receive
voluntary donations, g)freedom to
appoint religious leaders, h) free-
dom to observe religious holidays
and celebrate religious rituals,

We call for the adoption of the
following principles:

1- People have the right to belief;
hence, no coercion, discrimination
or judgment shall be exerted to
force conversion or non-conver-
sion. And no one shall be forced
to act against their conscience or
prohibited from professing their
belief in the public social sphere;
whether secretly, openly, individu-
ally or communally.

2- The conviction of each religion
or religious community that their
belief is right and true shall not
produce any feeling of suprem-
acy, discrimination or dominance

FDCD Newsletter - 2017

over others, and shall not turn into
claims of holding the absolute truth.

3- A democratic state is a state
with civil nature where all citizens
are equal in rights and duties; a
democratic state has no religious
quality. Religion is one of the
sources providing ethical basis for
its legislation and not a procedural
reference.

4- Religious speech should spread
religious values such as mercy, love
and peace, staying away from hate
as well as from any threat, scolding
or blame that can be abusive to
the dignity and freedom of human
beings. Religious speech should
avoid any language that feeds into
stigmatization and exclusion from
religion or from the prevailing beliefs
in Fikh and liturgy.

5- Freedom of criticism in religious
affairs and institutions is a right as
it prevails in scientific and cultural
milieus according to the ethics,
constants, and methods of science
and in light of its conformity with
freedom of expression as long as it
doesn’t turn into insult, defamation,
abasement, offense, or sedition
that are not in any way in line with
the concept of criticism.

6- Living in Peace away of any
moral or material harm is a right for
every individual and group. Hence,
all forms of violence, particularly
violence exerted in the name

of God or religion shall be con-
demned.

A practical approach of Reli-
gious Freedoms should be com-
prehensive and not limited to
religious leaders or institutions;
it should take into account all
active parties on all social levels.

Therefore, we call, among other
issues, for the following:

- Encouraging individuals as well as
governmental and non-governmen-
tal entities to conduct intellectual or
research activity that would provide
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appropriate sources and references
in conformity with local cultures
and would flow into nurturing diver-
sity and peace building.

- Promoting the role of women
and youth in all activities and
projects with the aim of better
social integration and resorting to
Non-Violence and peaceful means
in the struggle to obtain rights and
conflict resolution.

- Using social as well as main-
stream media to spread the culture
of peace instead of the culture of
fanaticism and hate.

- Promoting the culture of peace in
educational curricula through cur-
ricular and extracurricular activities
given their considerable effect on
forging personalities as well as on
the practice of citizenship.

- Encouraging governments to
modernize their national laws and
adhere to relevant international
charters and instruments, as

well as to conclude bilateral and
regional agreements that promote
religious freedoms, contribute to
the development of societies, and
uphold regional security and peace.
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SPOTLIGHT

‘SPOTLIGHT" IS A THREE-
SCENES- FREE TARGETED
COMIC PLAY STAGED 6 TIMES
INALEPPO, BETWEEN THE 26TH
OF NOVEMBER AND THE 16TH
OF DECEMBER, WITH A FOCUS
ON ALL THE SYRIAN FAMILIES,
WHETHER AFFECTED BY THE
CRISIS OR NOT.

The scenes depicted the problems
weighing on the Syrian society and
families. In fact, the scene “Women
clinics” aimed at shedding light on

gender discrimination, gender-based

violence and questions pertaining
to those with special needs, while
“In Delay” underscores the pres-
sure to which the displaced Syrian
families are subjected, and ways to
overcome the all the more complex
issues and reconsider traditional
solutions in order to build a normal
family living next to its neighbors
which are different, and learning to

cooperate with them. As for the third

sceng, “a sprinkle of salt”, it reflects
the situation of the displaced, ways
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to nurture the spirit of tolerance and
collaboration among them, with a
focus on socio-ethical issues such
as child labor, and the children’s
right to education.

The spectators’ interaction with
the scenes reflected the spirit of
innovation used to raise the issues,
which helped deliver the message
in a smooth and humorous way.
The least we can say about these
plays is that they were met with
tremendous success in Aleppo, in
the presence of 2800 spectators
coming from different intellectual

backgrounds, and social categories.
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SLOODDONATION
-OR THALASSEMIA
PATIENTS

We aim to serve society because people who are facing hardships deserve
to live in dignity. We are proud to be part of the Charitable Society for
Sustainable Development’s mission and thrive to dedicate ourselves to
support our fellow human beings. This hard work and commitment has
earned us recognition from many organizations and local actors. As part of
this mission, the blood donation campaigns for children who suffer from
the Thalassemia disorder are still on the run. As such, our volunteer’s
participation in this noble cause highlights the importance of giving.
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OUR PARTNERS
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ABOUT US

Founded in 2004, FDCD represents the collective vision, mission and
history of the Urban Rural Mission program’s work in the MENA region.
As such, the program looks back over 20 years of history of community
organizing, leadership, training, spiritual reflection and response to mar-
ginalization and dehumanization.

Based in Beirut, Lebanon, with a regional outlook, the Forum for Devel-
opment, Culture and Dialogue (FDCD) offers workshops, conferences,
and dialogue sessions to enable society to approach conflicts in a
non-violent way.

OUR VISION: Our vision is to reach an enlightened Arab World, where
political views, ethnicities and religions are incorporated into a richly
diverse culture of peace and dialogue, respecting and promoting the
human rights of all citizens.

OUR MISSION: We promote peace building, equal citizenship, and
human rights in the Arab World by creating common spaces for dialogue
and building the capacity of community and civil society groups to be
catalysts for peace.

OUR VALUES: We respect the dignity of every human being, value the
diversity of cultures in the region, encourage dialogue and understanding
as a means of resolving conflict, and perceive justice as the long term
foundation for peace.
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