
The prayers and help you provide through your local  
congregations make possible the work and witness of GLOBAL  
MINISTRIES, which is supported by Disciples Mission Fund of  
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Our Church’s  
Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of Christ.
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“ For he wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal.”  
     J o b  5 : 1 8

You make the difference...

A story from your Global Ministries SEPTEMBER 
2019

Holistic Health Care
T he road to the village of Motara in East Timor is a  
virtual mud-bog during the rainy season. When we pull 
up at 9:00 AM for a mobile clinic dozens of patients have 
already gathered. Moms and young children make up the 
majority but there are elderly men and women too. Two 
Clinic Immanuel staff and a government doctor unload 
several boxes of medical supplies and start consulting. By 
the time the clinic is over more than 60 patients will have 
had the opportunity for health care they otherwise wouldn’t 
have had. This clinic is a collaborative effort between Clinic 
Immanuel and the Timorese Ministry of Health.

As a ministry of Global Ministries partner the Protestant Church of Timor-Leste, 
for the past 25 years Clinic Immanuel has been a steady presence in the town of 
Lospalos. Five women, all members of Immanuel Church, staff the clinic. Patients 
come from several hours away for a consultation. Most of our work is outpatient 
care in this traditional clinical setting. 

In recent years we have been developing a more community-based approach 
to health care. Part of that involves outreach to remote communities where the 
government does not have health posts.

Like in the typical clinical setting, health care of this kind is holistic. It’s part 
consultation, part counseling, part education, and part social work. And quite 
often we end up providing ambulance service as well! We start and end each day 
in prayer, always giving thanks for the call and opportunity to be part of God’s 
mission in this part of the world.

Monica Liddle serves with the Protestant Church of East Timor (IPTL). 

MONICA LIDDLE
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