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From the President

“ ... for darkness is as light to you.” (s. 139:12)

Darkness covers us these days in Lebanon; the light around us has become night. Darkness
has set upon us because of the COVID19 pandemic and the way it has transformed and dam-
aged our personal, professional and social lives. The devastation and suffering resulting
from the Beirut port explosion cast clouds of darkness over our capital city and over the
lives of hundreds of thousands of killed, wounded and displaced people. The economic and
financial collapse of the whole country has landed us in an abyss of darkness that engulfs
everyone and everything. Our politicians seem to revel in their collusion with the powers of
darkness, for they are not lifting a finger to do anything about the darkness that overwhelms
the people. But the message of Christmas is that darkness does not have the last word, for
“by the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to give light
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death..” (Lk. 79-78 :1). We trust in the
God to whom darkness is not dark and the night is as bright as the day. We hope in the God
for whom darkness is as light, and so we continue with our lives and with our ministry of
theological education and ministerial training in the midst and in spite of the darkness that

encircles us. Our activities and events have been curtailed, as this short Newsletter shows,

but we are still alive and witnessing.

Arise, shine; for your Light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
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Opening Convocation

The Opening Convocation Service was held on the first day of classes (Sep. 28) at 12:00 pm,
attended by students, faculty members, and staff. Due to the COVID19 situation, attendance
was restricted to the residential community at NEST. President Sabra introduced new
students and faculty, and gave a short address on the current situation at NEST and in the
country of Lebanon, pointing out that 2019/2020 had been one of the most unusual and diffi-
cult years in the history of the Seminary. The economic and financial collapse of Lebanon,
the COVID19 pandemic, and the Beirut Port explosion have adversely affected the Semi-
nary. The current academic year is but a continuation of the three crises and their afteref-
fects on Lebanon and its people and institutions. But Sabra reaffirmed NEST’s firm belief
that “light will shine out of darkness”, and he urged the Seminary community to have as
their guiding thought for this academic year the words of St. Paul: “We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the

life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” (Il Cor 4:8-10)

Opening Convocation




Il New Faculty Member and Chaplain l

Rev. Dr. Wilbert van Saane has joined the Faculty as Assis- ™
tant Professor of Theology and Mission and also as Chap-
lain of the Seminary. Dr. van Saane is a Dutch citizen, who
i1s married to Rev. Dr. Rima Nasrallah. He has been associat-
ed with Lebanon for over two decades, first as a visiting
student at NEST in the late 1990s, then as the Pastor of the
English-speaking congregation at the National Evangelical
Church of Beirut, and also as a part-time Lecturer at NEST
in previous years. Dr. van Saane received his doctorate in
2018 from the University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, with Rev. Dr. Wilbert van Saane
a dissertation on the topic: “Protestant Mission Partner-

ships: The Concept of Partnership in the History of the Netherlands Missionary Council in
the Twentieth Century.

|| | Teaching under COVID19 Conditions | I|

NEST began classes in person on September 28, 2020, at a time when most other universi-
ties were starting online. The small number of students and the fact that the majority of
full-time students are boarders made it possible to teach on the premises. When a two-week
lockdown was declared by the Lebanese Government in mid November, we shifted to

online teaching until the end of
: November, then resumed
in-person classes. All persons
~at NEST have to wear masks,
cleanse their hands regularly
¥ and observe social distancing
in classes, library, cafeteria,
and in all activities and events.
Visitors to the building must

also submit to temperature

measurement.

Class in Session




The Beirut Port explosion on August 4, 2020 caused significant damage in the NEST build-
ing. The process of cleaning the debris and repairs started in August and is still going on.
Most of the repairs have been completed. Here is a glimpse of some parts of the building

before and after:
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Student Lounge - Before Student Lounge - After

Faculty Office - Before Faculty Office - After



Although NEST is applying strict measures concerning gatherings and visitors due to
the COVID19 situation, the Administration could not refuse a request from the French
Protestant congregation in Lebanon to use our premises for Sunday worship twice a
month. The French congregation found itself with no place to worship during the
pandemic, and so NEST opened its doors and welcomed its pastor and members to wor-
ship in the Bailey Chapel. Wearing of masks, washing of hands and temperature measur-
ing are observed by all.
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In the time of corona, there is very little travel and hardly any visitors to the Semi-
nary. One visitor and old friend of the institution and of the churches in Lebanon, how-
ever, dared to travel to Lebanon to hold interviews with church leaders and heads of
institutions. Rev. Serge Fornerod, Director of External Relations of the Reformed
Church of Switzerland, along with Ms. Tabea Stalder of HEKS, visited NEST on
September 23, met with faculty and interviewed President Sabra about the situation

of the Seminary after the Beirut port explosion and about how the Seminary is coping
with COVID19.

L. Titizian, W. van Saane, R. Nasrallah, S. Fornerod, G. Sabra, P. Ford, Mrs. Ford, T. Stalder




Sevag Trashian (M. Div. 2005) passed away sudden-
ly on October 3, 2020. Sevag had not been suffering
from any pre-existing heart conditions, and he was
not being treated for any condition, but he seems to
have succumbed to a massive heart attack. It was a
shock to all who knew him.

Sevag was the pastor of the Armenian Evangelical
Emmanuel Church in Beirut, and he was continuing
his graduate studies at NEST in the STM program.
The Near East School of Theology held a Memorial
Service for him on November 2, 2020. Words were
spoken by students, faculty, president and family
member, Dr. Paul Haidostian. &t

His liveliness,dynamism, sense of humor and intellec- | Sevag Trashian 1978 - 2020
tual curiosity, but above all his dedication to the church and her Lord will be greatly
missed by his family, his church, his seminary and all who knew him.

“My flesh and my heart may fail but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever.” (Ps. 73:26 )

Hrant Keshishian (B. Th. 2002). Hrant was pastor of
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Plovdiv, Bulgar-
1a. He passed away on 22 October 2020 at age 42, due
to a cerebral hemorrhage. Having come to Beirut
from the Melkonian Institute in Cyprus, Hrant, along
with his brother Joseph, studied at NEST and took
courses at Haigazian University.

Our deepest condolences to the family, especially to
Joseph, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit to the
Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches of Bulgaria
and their President, Rev. Bedros Altunian.

Hrant Keshishian 1978 - 2020



Mrs. Christine Weir Abbyad
Abqaiq Protestant Fellowship
Rev. Andrea Aippersbach
Alpharetta Presbyterian Church, GA
Dr. Christina Sonja Ammann
Rev. Bernd Apel
Dr. Jon Armajani
Armenian Missionary Association of America Inc.
Armenian Theological Students' Aid, Inc., Fresno, CA
Mrs. Kimberly Hendler & Rev. Dr. Sigurd Baark
Ms. Maria Badre
Dr. & Mrs. Nasib Badre
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey Badre
Mr. & Mrs. Sami Badre
Rev. Brian Ball

- _Rev Claudia Barth

| Rev & Mrs. Jay R. Bartow
:Mr Rudlger Bechstein
: Be@enk_oph Gladenbach Deanery, Nassau
Rev. 8?Mrs. David M. Bender
D~r. Reinhold Bernhardt
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- Rev Dr. Dale Bishop
% Black Mountam Presbyterian Church, NC
Ms BethJ Blackblrd
Mr.r I\_Illchaell Brandt

Ms. Caroline Brownlie
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Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, PA
Duncan Carmichael Trust

';f Rev & Mrs. Colin Chapman

Rev Clalre Chlmelll
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Christian Rebuild, United ngdom

Church in Wales, United Kingdom

Church of Brethren, Washington, DC

Church of Scotland

Church of Sweden

Claremont Presbyterian Church, CA

Congregational Church of Boothbay Harbor, Maine
Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. Cross, lli

Rev. Barbara Daniel

Danmission, Denmark

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian

Davidson College Presbyterian Church, NC

Ms. Jean Margaret Degenhardt

Dr. Bernhard Dinkelaker

Mrs. Carol Dolezal

Downfield Mains Church, Scotland, UK

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Edward Downs R '-1;
DM-échange et Mission, Switzerland & A
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. John D. Elder YL
AT Fr
Dr. Anne Tebartz van Elst ) |

Dr. & Mrs. Aron Engberg

Ms. Julia Erickson

Erin Presbyterian Church, Knoxvills, TN
Evangelical Church in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern,
Germany

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America -
Evangelisch-reformierte Landeskirche Graubiinder;,-.’
Switzerland | _ _ el
Evangelisch-reformierte Landeskirche Hirschengre;ben, :

Zurich, Switzerland
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Evangelische Frauenhilfe, Landesverband Braunsch- First Presbyterian Church, Népé, CA o
weig Ms. Linda Fisher

Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau Fondation des Cédres, Switzerland
Evangelische Kirche in Kurhessen-Waldeck Mr. & Mrs. Gaines Foster

Evangelische Kirche in Pfalz Rev. Garnett E. Foster

Evangelische Kirche in Westfalen, Germany Fremont Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, CA
Evangelische Kirchengemeinde St. Marien, Barth French Protestant Church, Beirut, Lebanon
Evangelische Kirchspiel Miihlhausen Ms. Irmela Frohlich

Evangelische Landeskirche in Baden Archdeacon Christopher David Futcher

Evangelische Mission in Solidaritat, Stuttgart, Germany Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gabrielson

Evangelische Missionswerk Deutschland Rev. & Mrs. Vigen Galustian
Evangelische Pfarramt Hetjershausen, Gottingen Rev. & Mrs. Ronald Garton
Evangelische Pfarramt Maschenrode, Braunschweig Gereformeerde Zendingsbond (GZB), The Netherlands
Evangelische Pfarramt Melverode, Braunschweig Gesellschaft fiir Christlich-Jiidische Zusammenarbeit,
Evangelische Pfarramt St. Blasius, Braunschweig Bad Nauheim
Evangelische Pfarramt St. Markus, Braunschweig Ms. Sue Gibbons
- _. E\;angelische Pfarramt St. Martini, Géttingen Rev. Dr. Hans-Christoph Gossmann
2 ;E\('q;]éélisc-he Pfarramt St. Nikolai, Greifswald Ms. Rebekka Gottwald
3 'quniételi.sche Pfarramt St. Thomas, Braunschweig Greenbank Parish Church, Edinburgh, UK
i “ Evanéelische Propstei Wolfenbiittel Grosse Pointe Memorial Presbyterian Church, Mi -
T Iévangelische Pfarramt Holtensen, Gottingen Rev. Melinda L. Hall
P, 2 PEangelische Pfarramt St. Petri Grone, Géttingen Rev. Edwin & Arpiné Hanna Endowment
%ﬁ Rev. Gerhard Failing Mr. Phillip Hanna
= ¢ 4 Drs. Kér_irh_ & Leila Fawaz Rev. Annette Hermann-Winter

Mrs. Judith B. Ferguson Rev. Rebekka Herminghaus
First 'Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, GA Mr. Hans-Hermann Hesse
First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, CA Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Hiebert
First Presbyterian Church, Jeffersonville, IN Dr. Victor vom Hoff

S/ LFirsf.Presbyaterian Church, Kerrville, TX Rev. Dr. John I. Holdsworth

=X ' -_'F'i;s_t Presbyterian Church, Monterey, CA Dr. & Mrs. Jon Richard Hoover H
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Hope Trust, Edinburgh, UK
ICCO & Kerk in Actie, Netherlands
Dr. Traugott Jahnichen
Ms. Laura Caecilie Engell Jessen
Ms. Babeth de Jongste
Rev. Elke Jung
Mr. Said Kaba
Revs. Arne & Ingeborg Kappelgaard
Dr. Friedemann Kastner
Rev. Renate Kath
Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon
Mr. Gary Braithwaite and Dr. Melissa Kirkpatrick
Rev. Hedda Klip
Ms. Janice Kolberg
Mr. Curt Kochner
~ Dr. & Mrs. Abraham Peter Kustermann
_ Rev. Dr. & Mrs. John H. Lamotte
S Mr !ifitne_r Lamotte
: 'Ms.1lfl_a~n_nes Lauer
} Rev. 8?Mrs. James E. Layman
hlirs. Charlotte V. Ledebur
!

Rev. Colin Leitch
. .

. Mrs Susan Lindner

- & _M;S. Mél:y-l_._i\llingston
Dr.rRloIahdlLéferr (Dr. Gerda von Mach Foundation)
Mr. & Mrs. Jack R. Lundbom
Lutheran Church of Wiierttemberg, Germany
Dr. quert MacGregor

"y I_Mr. & Mrs. Roland Madany
. Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Victor Makari

o

Mr. & Mrs. Faiz Makdisi
Mr. & Mrs. Yousef |. Makdisi
Mr. John Makhoul

Rev. Canon Jeremy Martineau

Rev. & Mrs. Andreas Martin Maurer

Mrs. Sheryl S. McCormick

McCormick Theological Seminary

Prof. Elsie Mckee

Mr. & Mrs. Marwa Nasser & Christian Metzler

Prof. Daniel Migliore

Ms. Lisa Mohns

Rev. & Mrs. Vincent Mok

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church, CA

Salam and Nour Moussa Oghli

Mr. Samer Najm

Prof. Laura Nasrallah ‘

Mr. John O'Grady 1%
Old First Presbyterian Church, San Francisco, CA & &
Mr. Hans Olsson

Orient Congregational Church, NY
Outreach Foundation, Franklin, TN
Paroisse de I'Arve, Geneva, Switzerland
Ms. Ellen Nordgard Pedersen

Ms. M. Agnes Peebles

Mr. Andre Penning-Wolswingel

Rev. Canon John L. Peterson

Presbyterian Church in Canada 2=

Presbyterian Church (USA)
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Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, GA F .
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Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ




Thank You! RS st e e November 2020 ll

Protestant Church in Switzerland
Protestant Church of Bussum, The Netherlands
Protestant Churches in French-Speaking Switzerland
Puckety Presbyterian Church, Lower Burrell, PA
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Ray
Dr. Donna Ray
Dr. Hanna Reichel )
Rev. Nathaniel W. Royster
Dr. Amin F. Sabra
Drs. Mark (Ziad) & Stephanie Sabra
Ms. Grace Said
Ms. Erin Sawaya
Mr. George Sawaya
Dr. Doris V. Schoon
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Seitz
~ Salvesen Trust/Church of Scotland
: : _MEs. Leila Badre Schlenker
o P EIder_s Russell M. & Lori A, Ruff Schmalenberger
3 'Mr.‘A_rj~a’n. Schoemaker
" _é‘:eun;bok Presbyterian Church, South Korea
Rev. & Mrs. Hendrik Shanazari

- Dr. Barclay M. Shepard
@ Dr._)Gérard Siegwalt
E~- ;,;_Rév.rli)l;.ﬁ&__l\_llrs. Ted Siverns
Rev. & Mrs. William F. Stanley, IlI

Ms. Petra Steiner
Ms. Alison Stendahl

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph T, Stevens <X

Ms. Hannah Stobbe

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Stoddard

Mrs. Pamela Strachan

Mr. & Mrs. Nicolas Stramotas

Rev. Dawn Swartz

Prof. Dr. Martin Tamcke

Revs. Kenneth & Margaret Thomas

Rev. Susan C. Thomas

Ms. Wilma Thoms

Rev. Dr. Nuhad Tomeh

Rev. Prof. lain Torrance

Mrs. Mary L. Toy

Mr. & Mrs. Donn N. Trautman

Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church, Durham, NC

Rev. Pat Tucker

Rev. Matthias Tuve R '\
United Church of Christ and Christian Church, USA .
United Church of Los Alamos, NM
Uniting Church in Sweden '
Mr. and Mrs. Dale J. Valaskovic "'“

Waldensian Parish in Zurich
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Wayside Presbyterian Church, Erie, PA
Dr. Dorothy Jean Weaver

Mrs. Susan C. Weir

Rev. & Mrs. William Yueill .
Ms. Ursula Zeh i J et
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We continue to depend on your prayers and support. Qur ministry is indeed your ministry. You can
continue to support us in any of the following ways:

* Bank wire transfers:

Byblos Bank, Bliss Branch - Beirut, Lebanon

Account Name: Near East School of Theology

Byblos Bank Swift Code: BYBALBBX

Account #: 475-2100883-008 for Dollars Transfers

Account #: 475-2100883-009 for Euro Transfers

IBAN: LB43003900000004752100883008 for Dollars Transfers
LB16003900000004752100883009 for Euro Transfer

* Through: Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Send check to:

Dr. Peter E. Makari Executive, Middle East and Europe

Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
700 Prospect Ave., #718, Cleveland, Ohio 44115 USA

Designate the gift for NEST in the Memo line

OR:
Payment online: http://www.globalministries.org/near_east_school_of _theology.

* Through the PC (USA)

Make your checks payable to: Presbyterian Church (USA)
Indicate on your check: For deposit to ECO 862612 (N.E.S.T., Beirut)
Mail your contribution to: Presbyterian Church (USA)

P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

You will receive a receipt from the office in Louisville for your tax-deductible contribution.
You will also receive a letter of thanks from the President of N.E.S.T..

Your contribution is deeply appreciated

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send us your e-mail address.

Near East School of Theology
P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
Beirut 1102-2070

Lebanon




