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Overview

Vacation Bible School
Curriculum

Welcometo Journeyto India, aneducational
experience to teachchildren, of all ages,
aboutsomeofthe missionwork of Global
Ministries, a joint ministry effort of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
The United Church of Christ.

The development of this =
VBSmaterial is part of the expansion of KIDS to KIDS, achilE U | &igsidn program
that giveschildren in North America opportunities tolearn about and servechildren
from other parts of the world.

Hereyou will find everything you needto createamemorable Vacation Bible Schoolexperiencefor your
whole faith community. Theprogram canbeadapted for usein small or large congregations,in urban or
rural settingswith many or few resourcesand everything in-between. It canbeheld during the day or
evening. It canbeadapted for church school classesor other small group experiences.

This curriculum isweb-basedsothat it is available to all, free of charge! Thereis acostof $10for the Jour-
ney to India music CD.

Web-basedmeansthat we caneasily link you to other helpful websites.No doubt you will find many ad-
ditional helpful sites.Theamount of information isincredible. Thedirect contactwith peoplein far away
placesis exciting. Thesefactshelp to remind us of our interdependence upon oneanother.

Everyone who takespart in Journeyto India will beimmersed in Indian culture, traditions, games,crafts,
storiesand foodsfor five days. Theywill have opportunities toreflecton Biblical passagesind shareexpe-
rienceswith a? | E O bfGhildren and adults.

Thegoal of this program istwo -fold | to help participants develop adeeperunderstanding and apprecia-
tion of people who live in the country of India and to learn about and support someof the Global Mission
Projects inIndia.

India isavasttapestry of languages,customs,religions and people. By the end of the week, India will feel
much closerand more familiar to your faith community. Perhapsyou may consider going evendeeper
into your study of India and thework of our Global Mission Partners.Perhapsyour faith community will
decideto take a People-to-People Pilgrimageto India to visit the placesyou have learned about through
Journeyto India.

While participants will learn much about how Indian culture differs from North American culture dur -
ing this experience, it isimportant that theyalsorealize how much alike isthe human family. Leadersare
encouragedto look for ways to point out that, beneaththe surfacedifferences,human beingssharemany
of the samefeelings,hopesand dreams.Weareall & O Epedple and we areinterrelated despite differences
in faith traditions, cultures, skin colors, and geography.

DAILY THEMES
Day 1 Preparing for a Journey

Day 2 Who is my Familgzlobal Ministries Mission, the Family Villaggm

Day3 A Lightin the Darknesss a Good Thing!
GlobalMinistries Mission, Deep Griha Society

Day 4 A Day of Healing, Global Ministries MisdidrariarHospital
Day 5 Let us Celebratand Praise God Together!
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CONTACTS

Global Ministries, Disciples Home Missions of the Christian Church (Disciple s of Christ) and Local
Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ hopethat you find Journeyto India astimulating and
fun event for your whole congregation.

If you have questions or suggestions please contact:
CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CABRIGREGATIONS

3 Bethany Guy
Director of Communications
Division of Overseas Ministries/Global Ministries
bguy@dom.disciples.org
3177132574

@* %,  UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST CONGREGATIONS

g Y
£ 1" % 1 Marcy Gansler
".\ ~ Executive for Mission Engagement
U Wider Church Ministries /Global Ministries
ganslerm@ucc.org
216-736:3209

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Dear God,

Wepray for the children. We pray for the country of India. And we pray for ourselves| the peoplewho
gather together to share Your love for all Your children. Vanakkanfwelcome). Namastgthe light in me
acknowledges the light in you).

Amen

JOURNEY TO INI| 4
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Suggested imeLinefor
Directorsand Organizers

THREE TO SIX MONTHS BEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA

Begin praying for your ET U U rdgratd.w
Choosethe dates, time frame, and location for your program.
Choose a Director (orCo-Directors).

Setabudget. If extrafunds areneeded,consideraspecialoffering, fund -raiseror possibly charging
a fee forparticipants.

Start collecting decorations, costumes,and other materials.
Doesyour church have achild protection policy?

TWO MONTHS BEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA

Begin recruiting volunteer staff.

Estimateyour enrollment (basedon previous years)and usethis to plan how many Cottage Fami-
liesyou will have and how many Cottage and Grandparents will beneeded.

Put out alist of supplies and materials that volunteers might donate (seeAppendix H ).

Investigate facilities and make aplan for where eachaspectof Journeyto India will take place(see
Facilities section).

Begin publicity.
If you areusing signing for songchorusesand memory verses,line-up someoneto do learnand do
signs.

EIGHT WEEKS BEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA

Gothrough donated nterials and supplies. Order needwaterials.
Checkwith volunteersvho aremakingcostumesnddecorations.
Complete recruitment ablunteers.

Increasepublicity.

Plan the daily schedule (see sansgleedules).

Hold orientaton/organizational meeting with aiblunteers.

Plan an Opehlouse.

Begin preregistration oparticipants.

FOUR WEEKS BEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA

Hold an Open House.
Continue to publicize the event.
Continue pre-registration.

Checkwith CottageParents,Story Teller(s), Mission Interpreter(s) and people in chargeof each
area(suchassnacks,crafts, games,etc.)to seeif they have questions or needhelp.

Decide which mission project(s) will receiveyour VBSoffering .
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TWO WEEKBEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA
Check registration count.
Check supplies.

Continue publicity. Sendout anewsreleaseto local newspapers,radio stations,andtelevision sta-
tions. Announce Journeyto India at worship and other church gatherings.

Make surebackup and emergencyplansarein place.Review child safetyand protection plans.
Make sure a first aide kit is available and up -to-dated.

ONE WEEK BEFORE JOURNEY TO INDIA

Assign children and Cottage Parentsand Grandparents to Cottage Families.
Meet with staff again.

Decide when and where staff will meeteachday for prayer and organizing.
Help staff membersdecoratetheir areasand prepare to carry out their roles.

DURING JOURNEY NDIA

Register new families.

Besure everyone hasneeded supplies and materials.
Establishand maintain afirst-aid station and be sure everyone knows the location.
Provide adaily scheduleto eachCottage Leader.
Make sure schedule runs smoothly.

Support all staff.

Beavailable to help with any disciplining problems.
Meet with staff after each day.

Maintain a first -aid station.

OverseeCottage Families and activity sites.

AFTER JOURNEYINDIA

Collect reusable supplies.

Follow up with visitors.

Report to church.

Presentvideo, slide show, or PowerPoint presentation.
Meet with staff to evaluate program.

Thank volunteers and participants.

Consider holding afollow -up Fun Day to celebrate.

TAKING IT FURTHER

Book studies, movies (Gandhiand SlumdogMillionaire) comparative religion classesyoga classes.
PBS series, The Story of India.

Continue to give to the India missions that were studied this week.

Continue to make Comfort Quilts and give away (Appendix 1).

Consider a mission trip to India.

Encourageindividuals and groups within the church to sponsorachild (Appendix F).
Sendcardsand encouraging letters to our Mission Partnersin India.

JOURNEY TO INI| 6
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Staffing

GENERARUGGESTIONS:

1 Youmust have 2 adult (18 and over) leaders for each family group. Assign two pe
to the other roles whenevepossible.
Ask families how they will help out when they register thelildren.

Think about how to include everyone in the congregation and community ménp
have time and talent to share (see ideas at the bottom of Hastion).

1 Some jobs can be shared, for example you could have several different people le
crafts and games on dérent days. There could be a different story teller edely.
Several people could take on the responsibility of being the Midsimpreter.

1 the Family cottageparentsand Grandparentsandthe coordinator of the preschool
program need to bevolunteers who can commit for the wholeveek.

1 Itis highly recommended that the Music Director also be able to commihéor
whole week.

DIRECTOR (OR-OIRECTORS)

Thesefolks should beorganized and responsibleand have apassionfor E I B O Hriihistéyz They needto
havethetime and energyto devote to overseeingall the preparations aswell asbeing presentthe week of
VBS.Sharing this duty canlighten the burden and make it more fun!

Responsibilities include:

Planning for and coordinating Journeyto India.

Securing volunteers.

Holding orientation and planning meetings.

Sharing news and needswith the congregation and community.

Supervising all leaders andvolunteers.

Purchasing needed materials andsupplies.

Conducting anevaluation atthe end of the program and sending feedbackto the Office of Family and
"TPOEUI OzUw, pOPUUUPI UWEUW#PUEDxOIT Uw' 001 w, PUUDO

S T e

DECORATION AND COSTUMES COORDINATORS
Thisrole could befilled by oneofthe Directors. This personwould overseethe decorating for all areasof
the program and the collecting or overseeingthe making of costumes.

Responsibilities include:

Preparing spacefor Opening and Closing.

Gathering airport personnel uniforms, travel posters,gatenumbers, directional signs.
Making spacelook like anairplane and/or airport waiting area.

Gathering materials for traditional Indian costumesor having costumesmade.

Working with other leadersto gather, make or purchase materials to decoratetheir respectiveareas|
crafts, story time, cottages, snack area.

} Preparing anareafor afestive ? E E O @di fadilrg fair on the lastday of the program.

o G G G G
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MUSIC DIRECTOR

Choosesomeonewho lovesto sing or play aninstrument and is comfortable leading alarge group. This
personmay alsodirect dramatic presentations, if theseareincluded. CoAn§ideryvhet‘h‘er gthe(musicians or
anaccompanistareneeded.A CD of the theme songand severalother E | B O Esthigs©an bk purchased
from Disciples Home Missions for $10. Sheetmusic isincluded in Appendix L. Consider having rhythm
instruments for the children to useduring music times.

Responsibilities include:

Learning and teaching the music.

Leading singing for the entire week of Journey to India.

Coordinating and supervising other musicians.

Coordinating and leading dramatic presentations, if theseare included.

Coordinating with personteaching sign language/movements for songsor choruses.
Collecting and making CDs of Indian Music available to all leaders.

G G Ga G G G

MISSIONS INTERPRETER

Thisrole may befilled by anindividual who cannot manageamore active volunteer role. The Missions
Interpreter learnsabout the three India Mission Projectsand the local church project, if you aredoing one.
TheMission Interpreter sharesthis information with everyoneelse.Dressing up and acting like PaulaKing
(founder of Family Village Farm)andrepresentativesfrom the other missionscould beafun option!

Responsibilities include:

3 Learning aboutthethree India Mission Projects. Helpful information isalsopostedin Appendic es
Eand F. Learning about the local mission project to which you aredonating items or to what agency
you aregiving aComfort Quilt. Information on Comfort Quilts canbefound in Appendix I.

3 Preparing presentations, pictures and props to help participant s and volunteers understand the work
of the different mission projectsand what donations and offerings cando to help with thework of the
different mission projects. Thesepresentations cantake place during the opening and closing cer-
emonies,during thestory times,and during visits toindividual Family Cottagegroups. TheMissions
Interpreter could alsointroduce the scriptures and memory scriptures for eachday.

Dressing in traditional Indian costumes.

Collecting and ensuring the security of all donations and offerings.

Overseeingthe distribution of donations and offerings.

Beingpresentduring the whole VBSexperienceto talk with individual participants aboutthe mis-
sions and answerquestions.

G G G G

COTTAGE PARENTMDAGRANDPARENT®™® adults d¢r each Cottage Family)
Theseshould bethe folks who feelableto connectwell with children and who canprovide asafeand nur-
turing ? I E O Bn@. &onsider your Sunday schoolteachersand other educatorsin the congregation.
Responsibilities inc lude:

3 Caring for and guiding children through the learning centers.

3 Helping children feel safeand comfortable while participating in Journeyto India.

3 Teaching children about India.

JOURNEY TO INI| 8
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PRESCHOOL LEADER AND VOLUN@GHB8E&RSwo adults)

Choosepeoplewho love young children and alsohave someexperiencewith behavior management.You
needlots of energy and organization to run aneffective, safepreschool program! Besureto secureenough
volunteers to provide one-on-one assistancewhen needed.
Responsibilies of the Preschool Leader include:

3 Supervising preschool volunteers.

3 Planning the preschool program including coordinating with Games, Crafts and Snack Coordinators,
the Mission Interpreter, and the Storyteller sothat activities canbebrought to the preschoolsetting.

} Safeguardingthe health and well -being of all the preschool children who patrticipate in Journeyto
India.

OLDER YOUTH AMDULTSTUDY GROWUBADERS

Consider having classedor older youth and for adult membersofyour faith community. Seethe Appendi -
ces forresources.

Responsibilities of the Youdimd Adult Study Group Leaders include:

} Researchingand preparing aclassthat would meetbetweenthe opening and closing ceremonieseach
day.
3 Promoting the classand encouraging adults to attend.

CRAFTS LEADER(S)

Look for warm, friendly, and creative folks of all generationsto help leadthe crafts. If possible,staff each
station with 2 volunteers.

Responsibilities of the Craft Leader include:

Obtaining needed materials and craft supplies.

Recruiting volunteers in cooperation with VBSDirectors.

Supervising craft volunteers.

Preparing crafts for eachFamily Cottagegroup during eachday of Journeyto India.
Seeingthat craft areais cleanedup eachday.

Ensuring that children are ableto take their crafts home to sharewith their families.

G G G G G G

GAMES LEADER(S)
Consider enthusiastic, energetic adults and older teens who love to play!

Responsibilities of the Games Leader include:

Collecting necessarysupplies.

Recruiting volunteers in cooperation wit h VBSDirectors.

Clearly explaining eachactivity and guiding children in safely playing the games.
Leading agametime for eachFamily Cottagegroup during eachday of Journeyto India.
Planning and leading asimple danceor gameduring the closing celebration.
Supervising Gamesvolunteers.

G G G G G G
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STORYTELLERS

Pick people who cankeepanaudienceengaged| perhapsthe minister, ateacher,oraE i b O HittdrOz U
ian. These volunteers should love sharing stories with children, asking the m questions and answering their
questions!
Responsibilities of the Storyteller(s) include:
3 Learning the storiesofthethreelndian mission projectsand whatever local missionischosenand
telling the stories to each of the Cottage Family Groups.
3 Learning the storiesfor thefist and lastdays (may read abook or useown storiesfor first and last
day).
3 Dressing in traditional Indian costumes.
} Leading anlIndian storytelling experiencefor the PreschoolCottage Group.

All volunteers need to understand thiiey do not have to be experts on India and Indian Culture to help

SNACKS COORDINATOR(S)
Think ofyour ? E1 T the@E 1 Ckitchlem expertswhen it comesto this role. Somepeople may feel more
comfortable in the kitchen than guiding children.
Responsibili ties of the Snacks Coordinator include:
} Researchingand planning snacksthat enrich the participants understanding of Indian culture.
3 Recruiting volunteers in cooperation with VBSDirectors.
3} Preparing the Indian snacksfor all the participants onthe first four days and leading preparation for
the final celebration meal.
} Beingaware of any food allergies or other specialdietary concerns.
3 Ensuring that children have safeand healthy snacksand meal.
} Supervising kitchen volunteers.

REGISTRATION VOLUNTEERS

Thesemay bevolunteers who needto sit atatable (rather than be up and running around). They should be
organized, efficient, and welcoming. Pre-registration should beginamonth beforethe VBS.This duty (and
other publicizing) could be handled by the Directors.
Responsibilities:

3 Organizing the pre-registration and registration processes.

3 Ensuring that sufficient information isgathered oneachchild, including emergencycontactinforma -
tion, food allergies, and medical needs.

3 Taking photos of eachchild and preparing the passports.

PHOTOGRAPHER
This might beaparent, church member, teenageror someonewith anotherrole in Journeyto India. Con-
sider slides, prints, and video. Prints and video canbeuploaded to the church web site.
Responsibilities:

3 Securing appropriate technical equipment to document Journeyto India.

} Taking pictures and/ or video eachday (or engaging other volunteers to do so).

3 Planning waysto sharethe gatheredinformation with families, the congregation, and thecommu-

nity.

JOURNEY TO INI| 10
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OTHER VOLUNTEER ROLES

3 Childcare coordinator and helpers (atleasttwo adults) to provide childcare for the children of volun -
teerswho aretoo young to participate in Journeyto India.

Publicity helpers

Nametag maker

Costume designers andmakers

Decoration helpers

Material and craft supplies collectors

TenThousand Village/Global Gifts Consignment Coordinator
Food shoppers

Setup and clean-up helpers

G G G G G G G G

All volunteers needto understand that they do not haveto beexertson India and Indian Culture to help
with Journeyto India. Lots of resourcesare suggestedand this isto beaweek of learning for everyone.

Planning for aVacation Bible SchoolProgram is an excellenttime to review your E I U Udhiidzidtection
policy or to establishapolicy if your church doesnot already have onein place. Make certain you adhere
to the policy when recruiting volunteers. Forthe protection of both children and staff, children should be
in the company of atleasttwo adults atall times.

Think about children with specialneedsand how you will make surethey canparticipate to the fullest
extentpossible. This may meanhaving aninterpreter for children who aredeaf,or having anadvocateas
signed to achild with alearning disability.

JOURNEY TO INI| 11
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Decorations

Theareausedfor the opening and closing isto resembleanairport waiting areaor the inside of anairplane.
Make somesignsthat say,? 3 Tviayto ( OEDE & 2

Decorateeachof the other areast especiallythe craft areaand the story telling areawith things that help to
representthe country of India. Have decorations available for the Cottage Family groups to useto decorate
their cottages. Make asign with aname for eachFamily Cottage. Make signsfor eacharea,Craft, Snack,
Story Teller, and Games.Consult with Directors about sign making.

Vibrant, rich colors arevery much apart of this diverse culture. Usecolorful materials everywhere you
can.Hang tapestriesonwalls, drape shawls and scarvesover chairsand tables.Have bright, colorful floor
pillows and mats scatteredon the floors. Statuesof Hindu Gods add authentic flavor. Enlist the help of
everyonein your congregation to collectobjectsand obtain materials. Checklocal secondhandshopsand
thrift stores.

Hang pictures and maps of India on the walls. Put out picture books of India for children to look atand of-
fer guide booksand biographies of famous Indian people for adults to peruse.Make bannerswith pictures
of Indian landmarks. Download and print pictures provided through this curriculum.

Checkwith travel agenciesjocallibraries, colleges,and museumsfor materials. Somemuseumsoffer
boxesof artifacts and costumesfrom different countriesthat canbeborrowed or purchased.

If your story time isindoors, consider having atree, native to India, painted on asheetand hung behind
the story teller. At http://www.flowersofindia.net/catalog/tree.html _ you will find pictures of many flowering
treesand plants. Thereisapicture of the BandaPeeluwith people sitting under it atthis site. Thereisalso

apicture of aWeeping Willow in acity setting. Thesepictures could bemodels for alife sizetree painting.

Consider where decorating materials originate. Wedo not want to contribute to placeswhich promote
poor treatment of workers. Look for organizations, suchasTenThousand Villages, http://www.tenthou -
sandvillages.com/, or Global Gifts of Indianapolis, IN, www.globalgiftsindy.com , and Original Good,
http ://www.originalgood.com . All of these organizations offer items crafted by workers who are paid a fair
wage for their handicrafts. If one of thesestoresis nearyou, you might beableto haveaconsignment sale
of Indian items during your VBS.

If possible,visit Indian groceries,stores,and homes. Perhapsalocal Indian family will loan somedecora-
tions for your VBS. Somelndian families decoratefor eachfestival of the calendaryear. Checksitessuchas
www.indianselections.com to getideasfor decorating.

Playtraditional Indian musicin the background to add authenticity to your setting. Consider showing a
Bollywood movie on atelevision or computer screen.

JOURNEY TO INI| 12
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Costumes

A Kurta (tunic -length shirt) thatisworn over adhoti (long swatch of cloth thatis
wrapped around the body and securedatthe waist) for boysand men, and asari (dress
made of silky material wrapped around the body and over oneshoulder) for the girls
andwomen. Thesecostumeswill befun towearand help createthe mood. More
information on these and other traditional Indian dress can be found a t
http://indiancostumes.indianetzone.com/ ; and www.indianselections.com . Pictures of
dhoti can be found at http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&qg=dhoti&aqg=f&oq =.You
canalsofind quite afew video demonstrations onhow to wrap asarion YouTube.

Consider asking all of your adult and teenstaff to dressin traditional Indian clothing.
Thiswill help setthe tone and encouragestaff membersto assumetheir designated
roles. Simple tunic tops canbeadapted for participant costumesor you canjust add
somecolorful scarvesshawlsand jewelry totheir own clothes.If your gathering areas
arebeing set-up asanairport or airplane, havesomeadults dressedasairline stewards
and stewardesses pilots, security people, and tour guides.

Bindi (forehead dot). Theseareusually red or yellow in color and placedin the centerof

the foreheadonthe ? U T b & &rsixth chakra, believed to bethe site of intuition and

memory. Usecolored power. lipstick, Bindi sticks,or small round stickers.

%D OEwWOUUwWOOUTI wbOi OYUOEUDOOWEEOUUW?EDPOED? w
http://hinduism.about.com/od/bindis/a/bindi.htm

In somesouthern parts of India, young and unmarried girls wear flowers in their hair, right aboveone of
their ears.Older women and women who aremarried sometimeswear aflower pinned directly to the tops
of their heads.

Ideally, therewill beenough costumesfor all the
participants in Journeyto India . Alternatively, you
canhavetwo E T B O Edstues(Onefor aboy and
onefor agirl) for eachFamily Cottagegroup and
the children cantaketurns wearing them. Con-

sider designating acolor for eachFamily " OUUE |
costumes and othermaterials.

Younger children will probably beexcitedto dress
up, while older kids maybe more reluctant. Do
not force participants to wear costumes. Adu lts
canmodel this aspectof the program to show how A4
costuming helps create the mood and adds authenticity.

JOURNEY TO INI| 13
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Facilities

OPENING AND CLOSING GATHERING SPACE

Usealarge openareafor your gatherings. This room should beableto accommodateeveryone who at-
tendsJourneyto India. Possibilitiesinclude afellowship hall, gymnasium, orthe sanctuary. A sound sys-
temwith amicrophone would behelpful, too, aswell asanoutlet to plug in aCD player and/or computer
(for Power Point presentations and/or DVDs and videos).

FAMILY COTTAGES

Thesecanbedesignated areaseither outside or inside. Sunday school classroomswill work for inside
programs. Tentsand canopiescould beusedfor outside programs. Eachchild and Cottage Parentand
Grandparent should haveamat, carpetsquare,cushion, or pillow. EachCottageshould haveadesignated
boxwith the All About India FactSheetschedule,Bible versesand information, aswell asindian clothing
and artifacts. Name tagscanbecollectedatthe end of eachsessionand storedin the box overnight.

CRAFTS

Forthe Crafts, usealarge, open areathat canaccommodateat leastafourth of the participants. Outdoors
would beideal, although abackup plan for inclement weather maybe necessary.Thereshould beample
tablesand spacefor artsand crafts projects. Work with decoration personto decoratewith bright colored
materials, baskets, and Indianartifacts.

STORY TIME

Thereareseveraloptions for this station. A Story Treemight bedesignated outside. Alternatively, story
time could beheld inside with children sitting onthe floor or on matsasthey would in India. Perhaps
there could beatree, native to apart of India, painted on alarge sheetand hung behind the story teller.
Consider where everyone will be most comfortable and free from distractions.

SNACK

Snackmight beoffered in adining areacloseto the kitchen. UseaspaceU | Ekld zriéndly, comfortable,
and easyto cleanup. Tokeepyour VBSas? & U1 dsfibssible,consider using reusableplates, napkins,
cups, and utensils. Wash cloths make great? E O @dpkirs.

GAMES

Gamesshould beheld outdoors, in asafe,grassyarea,if possible. Yoga,Hopscotch, and Marbles could be
held indoors but other games,suchasSomersaultsand Tag,should beconducted outsidefor safetyreasons.

JOURNEY TO INI| 14



iy
Publicity

Spread the word as much aspossible in the weeks before Journey to India. Here are some ideas to consider:
3 Make regular announcementsduring worship time and encouragefamilies to register their children
and invite frie nds.
} Putout anewsreleasewith the pertinent factsacouple of weeksbefore the event.
3 Mail aletter to parents associatedwith the church and community.

3 Makeacommunity flier and postcopiesin libraries, retail stores,restaurants,museums,and recre-
ation centers(with permission, of course).

Createcolorful publicity postersand hangthem onchurch and community bulletin boards.
Make agiant, outdoor bannerto hangoutside the church where it canbeseenby passingtraffic.
Try doorknob danglers in the surrounding neighborhoods.

Make useof online communication. Postthe eventon local news, family, or socialnetworking sites.
Use the church website to spread the word.

G G G G
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Registration

Hold apre-registration event, if possible, sosomenametagscanbemade before children arrive. Takea

photograph of children when they register. Attach this picture totheE | B ® E £ U U th&bdatbeclipped
to clothing. Index cardsthat arelaminated work well for thesepassportnametags. Stampthe passports
with astamp of the country of India before laminating.

Establisharegistration centerin the church with Indian designsand artifacts. Consider playing Indian
music during registration periods. Dressin Indian costumesand invite children and families to journey
to India with you. Decorateawall with Indian -themed décor,and artifacts like statuesof Hindu Gods.Be
sureto invite families to sign up asvolunteers at this time, too.

Setup aregistration table atthe entranceto the VBSto welcome children who were not ableto pre-register.
Taketheir pictures sonametagscanbe createdfor them.

Consider online registration (pictures of children could be digitally submitted).

Inventory registrations before Journey to India begins. Assign children to Family Cott ages.
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All About Family Cottages

Theideaof the Family Cottagescomesfrom the Family Village Farm, one of the mission projectsthat will
bepresentedduring this week. Children atthe Family Village Farmlive in small houseswith acottage
mother and sometimes a cottage grandmother.

If VBSparticipants do not arrive in their own tradition Indian costumes,have somethings on-hand |
jewelry, long strips of cloth for turbans or sarisor shawls to wear over streetclothes. Costumescanbe
worn over streetclothes. Youmay chooseto pro-
vide sarisand kurtas for all the participants or have
oneof eachfor designated participants to wear
onparticular days. Offer costumejewelry, silky
scarves,and material for turbans soeachchild who
wishesto do socanwearsomething eachday.

After the Opening, participants gather either by
grade levels (Preschool,K-1, 2-3,4-5) or in mixed-
age family groups. Mixed -age Cottage Family
groups aresuggestedfor Journeyto India. These
groups may contain anywhere from 4-10kids,
depending on the size of the program. Two adult
(18yearsand up) leaderswill beneededfor every
group, no matter how small the size of the group.
Additional volunteers may beneededfor larger
groups. Theseadditional volunteers canbehigh schod students. ForJourneyto India,considerassigning
one Cottage Parentand one Cottage Grandparent to eachFamily. One of thesevolunteers cantake thelead
and the other canassist,or leadership duties may beshared. EachCottage Family will have anasdgned
location. Mats, pillows or cushionswill beprovided for sitting. Thesegroups may gatherinside or outside,
depending on weather conditions. Here, the children will learn about Indian culture andthe E E ateide.

Cottagesmay benamed? / 1 EE) B®B + O ahdsimilar concepts,asthey areatthe Family Village
Farm. It issuggestedthat the Directors already have signsprepared from which groups could choosetheir
cottage names.

During thetime that participants spendin their Family Groups, theyareto learnaboutthe country of
India | thepeople,customs,music, religions, etc.Usethe All About India FactSheet(Appendix J)along
with books,the internet, DVDs, and other resourcesto teachthe children about life in India. Invite people
who have beento India or who arethemselvesindians to visit with your Family Group. Beascreative as
you can,remembering that different people learnin different ways| through touch, smell, seeing,mov-
ing, aswell aslistening. Besureto allow time for questionsand remind children that children in India have
the samekinds of feelings, hopes,dreams, and concernsasthey do.
Activities to do during Family Cottage time:

3 Learn about Indian greetings, traditions, history, and flag.

3 Discusshow life of children in India isthe sameand different from children in U.S.(poverty, illit -
eracy, family, respectof elders, castesystem).

Consult mapsto learn about India geography and climate and location of missions.
Learn common words derived from Hindi (shampoo, tank, bazaar,etc).

Review the Bible verse/lessonpoint for eachday.

Review memory verses.

G G G G

Family groups will rotatethrough activity sites(e.g.,Games,Crafts, Snacks Stories).The Director(s) will
make up arotation schedulewhich details where eacth group needsto beatwhat time. A musical instru -
ment, bell, or Indian music will beplayed to announcewhen it istime for groups to switch locations.

After visiting all activity sites,kids and leaderswill gatherbacktogetherin cottagesand then goto the clos-
ing celebration.
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m Family Cottages

FAMILY COTTAGE MATERIALS NEEDED

Mats, pillows, cushionsor sit-upon (one for eachchild and leader).
Youmay considerhaving your family membersmaketheir own cushions,matsor sit-uponsto use
durin g VBS. They might alsomake their own cloth napkins to useduring the week.

Box or basket forstoring:

Bangle jewelry and ankle bracelets
Sandals

Scarves

Shawls

Costumest Light -colored cotton outfits suitable for ahot climate: saris(sah-rees) kurta s(kur -
tahs),turbans and other traditional Indian garb. Cotton material canbewrapped and secured
around the head;silky, bright -colored material canbewrapped sari-style. Cotton tunic-style
shirts canbe made or salvaged from church storage.

Picture books

Maps

Posters ofindia

Indian art and artifacts

Other education materials about India
All About India Fact Sheet

Daily schedule,copiesofthedaily scriptures and memory verses,phonic spelling of Indian
words

G G G G G

G G G G G G G

JOURNEY TO INI| 18



All Aboutthe Preschoolers

Preschoolesshould attend the Opening and Closing Sessionsf Journeyto India; however, it isusually a
good ideato have aseparateareaand activities for preschoolstudents. If alarge number of young children
attend, more than two leaderswill beneeded.Older students canhelp out here,too. Consider areasonable
adult to child ratio (perhaps5to 1). Someyoung children will require significant one-to-one attention.

You may wish to ask parents of preschoolers to devote at least one day to volunteering in this area.

Look through the previous section,?  &6utFamily " O U U EMucHbdthis information will apply tothe
Preschool Group; somewill have to be adapted.

Games,stories,snacksand crafts canbeheld within the preschoolareato minimize transitions. Some
ideasfor preschoolersarelisted with eachof the learning centerdescriptions.

Gamescanbeheld within the preschool areaor outside in anareaseparatefrom the gamesareafor older
children. If your church hasaplayground appropriate for littl eones,this canbeadaily activity option.

* P B/byaiswonderful for preschool-agechildren who often lack the inhibitions of older kids. You may
want to make yogaaregular part of your daily activities. Learning to breathe deeply will help children
learnto calmthemselveswhen they areexcited or frustrated. If & O U diyi, the children will evenrestfor
afew momentsin SavasanéCorpsePose)atthe
end of practice! Look in the sectionon gamesfor
additional ideas.

Storiescanbetold by leadersor astory teller can
visit the preschoolto help servethe snackand
shareastory while the children eat. SeeAppendix
D for storiesaboutthe Global Missions Projects
in India.

Snackscanalsobebrought to the preschool area
by avolunteer, or you pick up snacksand goto the
story teller area,or go outside to eatsnacks.

Youmay wish to bring specialcraft materials to
thepreschoolarea,aswell, or perhapsacrafts
volunteer would come and assist children with the
daily craft. Many of the craftideasareappropriate
for little hands. Look in the sectionon craftsfor
ideasto adapt for preschoolers.
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Crafts

GENERAL CRAFT INFORMA

Thecraftsaredesignedto beeducational and fun.
Many suggestionsareoffered; choosethe oneswhich
bestfit your resourcesandinterests. Thisisagreat
opportunity for older children to assist those who
areyounger and for all to practice cooperative skills.

Forgrades2and up, HandsonHeritageJNDIA, Ac-
tivity Bookjs agreatresource. It hasinstruction sfor
a paper-mache bracelet, soap carving, a Nehru hat
pattern, a mobile and other ideas. The instructions
and patternsarereproducible. Youmay find this
book in alocal bookstore for $8.00,0r order on-line,
www.edupressinc.com .

TheReliefMap of India and the Quilt areprojects
that canbeworked onall week long. Thesetwo craft
projectswill needvolunteers who work exclusively
with these projects.

3} Always work with materials aheadoftime and haveexamplesofthe craftscompletedto showthe
children.

3 Most of thesecrafts are on the messyside sohave soapy water and cloths closeby.

} Drop cloths might also be needed on somedays.

} Have somelndian music playing asthe children work with their crafts eachday.
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Craftsi‘j:
CRAFT IDEA 1: RANGOLI

RangoliisaSanskritword which
meansacreative expressionof art
through the useof color. Thesebeauti-
ful creationscanform the heart of
thecreativework in Journeyto India.
Thereareseveralwaysto makerangoli.
The designs can be permanent or
temporary, inside or out, large or small.
Offer coloring sheetsand markers and
colored pencils for some;colored flour
or chalk for others (larger, outdoor de-
signs).Designsoften startwith agrid
of dots. Swirls aremadearound each
point without lifting the pen.

In Indian villages, rangoli are cre -
atedwith coloredriceflour in the streetsand alsodecoratehome entrancesto welcome visitors, especially
during Diwali, the Indian festival of lights. Often, they aremeantto betemporary astherains or activities
of the day will washthem away. Yet,eachday, the designsaremade anew. They arehomageto the divine,
amessageof gratitude to God for the gift of life | aswell asanacknowledgment that everything in life
(including life itself) istemporary and fleeting. Still, we getup eachday and try to make the world amore
beautiful placewith the gifts God hasgiven us. Rangoli are seenasexpressionsof x 1 O x dlotibp to
God.

STEPS
} Have pictures of different rangoli asyou talk aboutthe meaning and the processof making the
designs. Youwill find two picturesincluded in the materials. A google searchof rangoli will turn up
many patterns and designs.

} Letthechildren useamandalatemplate to createdesigns,if they have difficulty coming up with their
own designs.

TO CREATE PERMANENT RANGOLI DESIGNS:
} Createthedesignonheavy paperwith apencil.

} Putabeadof glue along the lines of the design.
} Pour sand on the paper and shake off extra.
3 If the design hasdif ferent colors, they will haveto do eachcolor separately.

TO MAKE TEMPORARY RANGOLI DESIGNS:
} First make the design on paper asa model

} Draw the design on the floor or sidewalk with chalk
} Usedifferent colors of chalk, sand or rice flour to fill in the design.

MATERIALS:
} Pictures of avariety of rangoli designs

3 Paper,pencils and pens
} Colored rice flour or sand
3 Chalk

Find out more about rangoli |
http://www.theholidayspot.com/diwali/rangoli. _htm

Hint: Mandala templates might beinteresting for the schoolagechildren to useto createtheir rangoli
designs. Kits canbe found at most teacherstoresfor about $15.00.

Usebig chunky sidewalk chalkwith PreschoolersIf weatherallows andyou aredoing this activity outside,
preschoolersalsolove to paint sidewalks with water. Give eachpreschoolertheir own bucketand large
paint brush and watch them go.
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CRAFT IDEA 2: RELIEF MAP OF INDIA

Groups of children canwork together to make this textured map of India. You canchooseto do onelarge
map, eachfamily cottagegroup could work ontheir own map, or individual children could make smaller
maps. Sometype of heavy cardboard baseor light plywood basewill beneededfor eachmap.

If time islimite d, you might consider making the map(s) aheadoftime and having the children add details
and color.

Mountains canbemadefrom fastdrying clay,or home-made saltdough. Riversand bodiesof water canbe
painted, colored with blue marker or made from tint ed clay or dough. Again, this is aproject that you will
want to experiment with before doing it with the children.

Becauseof the many stepsand the needfor materials to have drying time, this would beagood craft to
beginonthefirst day. Children could continue to work onit all week. Having anongoing project gives
children somechoicesabout what craft they will do eachday. It alsogiveschildren, who tend to finish
everything quickly, something to do while other children finish the other crafts.

This craft project will need a volunteer whose time is solely dedicated to the project!

STEPS
3 Prepare materials before children arrive.

3 Carefully explain the processto thechildren and make surethey understand thatthis craft will not
be completed in one day.

3 Showthe children amap of India andtalk about how climatesand geography help to define people
andtheway they live their lives. Mountains canisolatepeople. Different climatesprovide different
kinds of food. Natural resourcesand locations affecthow people dress,what kind of housesthey
build, and how they are ableto earnaliving to feedtheir families.

3 Showthem where the Global Mission Projectsarelocatedand provide away to highlight these
places.

3 Locateother landmarks or locations that are of particular interest to the children.

MATERIALS
SeeAppendix Cfor saltdough recipe,atopographical map of India, and additional instructions.

Cardboard or plywood for base(s)

Salt

Flour

Water

Large wooden spoons formixing

Dull kitchen knives and other sculpting tools
Food coloring

Paint and brushes

G G G G G G G G G
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CRAFTDEA 3: COMFORT QUILTS

As with the Relief Map, becauseof the many stepsinvolved in making aquilt, this would beagood craft
to begin onthefirst day. Children could continue to work onitall week. Having anongoing project gives
children somechoicesabout what craft they will do eachday. It alsogives children, who tend to finish ev-
erything quickly, something to do while other children finish the other crafts. SeeAppendix | for complete
instructions for making a Comfort Quilt.

This craft project will need a volunteer whose time is solely dedicated to the project!

STEPS
3} Prepare materialsbefore
children arrive.

3 Carefully explain the
processto the children and
makesurethey understand
that this craft will not be
completed in oneday.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
3 See Appendix |

JOURNEY TO INI| 23



o)
Crafts "x._!_.i,.-l

CRAFT IDEA 4: HENNA DESIGNS

Theprocessof applying hennatotheskiniscalled? , 1 T 1 Edydsand patterns are
usually applied to the handsand feetof women wh oarepreparing to participate in spe-
cial ceremonies.Now it is alsobeing used by both women and men. This ancientritual
artform datesback5,000years.Itisconsideredgoodluck in India, Middle Eastand
North Africa. No Indian wedding is evercomplete without the Mehendi.

You should alsobeableto find booksatthe library and local book stores. Henna kits
areavailable atmany craft stores. Thisisacraft that you will definitely want to work
with ahead of time.

STEPS

3 Asyou show the children pictures of the designs, talk to them about the meaning and
process of Mehendi.

3 Youmight alsoalready haveadesignonyour own hand or arm to showthe children.
3 Letchildren maketheir own designsor symbolsor give out stencilsfor themto use.

3 Somechildren may not want to put designson their skin solet them tracetheir own
handson paper, cutout the paper hand, and decoratewith sharpie pens,markers or
crayons.

MATERIALS:

3

G G G G G G G G G G G

Henna Kits and stencils can be found at http://www.earthhenna.com/c7/kids _-henna-body-painting -
Kit -p40.html and http://www.tattoo -me.com/products.htm .

Pictures of hennadesigns
Magic markers
Sharpies
Crayons

Paper

Pencils andPens
Scissors

Henna kits
Stencils
Sponges
Scissors

PRESCHOOLERS
Todo this activity with the PreschoolGroup consider using frosting. You canalsolet them decoratepaper
handswith pensand crayons. Spongepainting stencilson paper will alsowork.

JOURNEY TO INI| 24


http://www.earthhenna.com/c7/kids-henna-body-painting-kit-p40.html
http://www.earthhenna.com/c7/kids-henna-body-painting-kit-p40.html
http://www.earthhenna.com/c7/kids-henna-body-painting-kit-p40.html
http://www.tattoo-me.com/products.htm

CRAFT IDEA 5: CANDLE HOLDERS

If you do this craft, useit onthe day that the Mission Project,Deep
Griha Society,isintroduced. Thesymbol for the DeepGriha Society
is alighthouse.

Decoratecandle holders (tealight size)with glitter glue, tasselsfib-
bons,beads,tissue paper, paint or markers. This craft will highlight
Diwali (sometimesspelled Diwaali). Diwali isafestival oflight.
Decorate with craft supplies and then put a tea light in each.

STEPS
Show the children an example of acompleted candle holder.

Provide eachchild with asmall clay planter baseor glasscandle holder.

Put out containers of things with which to cover their holders.

Let children choosewhat materials they want to use.

Placeasmall tealight in eachholder.

Besureto talk with the children about neverlighting their candlewithout anadult present.

G G G G G G

As the children work ontheir holders, talk with them about Diwaali, the festival of light in India. Discuss
theimportance oftheword ? O P TtolChtistians. Ask why they think people picked alighthouse to sym-
bolize the work of the Deep Griha Society.

MATERIALS
Clay planter baseor glasscandle holder for eachchild

Buttons, glitter, tassels scrapsof material, tissuepaper,beads,yarn, piecesof old costumejewelry
Glue

Tealights

Scissors

G G G G G

You might alsoconsiderhaving the children make clay lampsin which to placeatealight. Many pictures
canbefound on the Diwali websites mentioned above.

Learn more about Diwali: http://www.diwalifestival.org/ _; http://www.diwalifestival.org/deco rative -pieces.
html .

Rangoli Diwali Designs: http://www.diwalifestival.org/diwali __-rangoli.html

Diwali Greeting Car d Designs: http://www.diwalifestival.org/making -diwali -greeting-cards.html
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CRAFT IDEA 6: GARLANDS AND SHAWLS

Placing agarland around the neck of personis one of the ways visitors arewelcomed in India. Thesegar-

land or leismight bemade of beads,nuts, leaves,medallions, paper flowers, real flowers, or acombination
ofthe above. Becreative,look around and seewhat natural item you might offer the children to make gar-
lands, like braiding palm leavesor stringing together seashells. Perhapsyour church or achurch member
hasan abundance of old artificial flowers that could be used.

Bright colored shawlsareanotherway to welcome visitors. Shawlsareplacedaround the shoulders of visi-
tors.

Have the children make garlands and or gift shawls to useon the lastday of VBSwhen they welcome fam-
ily membersand friends to the closing celebration, or distribute shawlsand/or garlandsto membersofthe
congregation on Sunday morning.

PAPERFLOWER GARLANDS/LEIS (PANKAHS)

Thegarlands canbemadetotally of the paper flowers, or strung together with somelarge beadsor other
objects in between. String garlands together with yarn.

STEPS
Cut tissue paper into rectanglesabout 5" x 7"

Stack4-6 piecesof tissue paper, sameor different colors

Accordion pleat the tissue paper, working from the long side

Wind oneend of the chenille stemaround the middle of the accordion pleated tissue paper
Gentlyseparateeachlayer pulli ng upward toward the middle of the flower

As children make the garlands talk with them about the importance of welcoming and hospitality.

G o G G G G

MATERIALS

Tissue paper

Chenille stems

Scissors

Ruler

Yarn

Large plastic sewing needles

Large beadsor other objectsto place between flowers

G G G G G G G

WELCOME SHAWLS
Have large rectangle shaped shawls already cut from material. Cheap bath towels can also be used.

STEPS
Give eachchild arectangle of material or bath towel.

Letthe children decoratethe shawlswith fabric paints, beads,tasselsyickrack, yarn, ribbons.
Let children cut out designsand sew or glue to the shawls.

As the children make the shawls engagethem in conversation about the importance of welcoming.
Ask what they and their families do to welcome people to their homes.

G G G G

MATERIALS
Rectangleshaped piecesof brightly colored material or bath towels

Scissors

Glue

Needles andthread

Fabric paints and markers, beads,tassels,rickrack, ribbons

G G G G G
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Games

GENERAINFORMATION

Gamesshould beheld outdoors, if possible,orin large, openarea. Cooperative gamesareespecially good
for mixed-agegroups and reinforce the idea of building afamily unit. NewGamesnd MoreNewGames
are great resourcesfor non-competitive games.

Forgrades2and up, HandsonHeritage N DIA, Activity Bookjsagreatresource. It hasreproducible
instructions and pattern for anindian Bingo game,and agameof? 2 O Eand+E E E | Youtndyefind in a
local bookstore for $8.00,0r order on-line, www.edupressinc.com .

Giving the children alittle supervised freetime isalsoacceptable! Every minute of the time doesnot have
to be structured.

Yoga

Many excellentO P fydgigDVDs areavailable through the public library system.Consult ayogainstructor
about the plans you have for the children.

Yogabeganin India over 5,000yearsago. Theword ? a O imBans? U O b ¥d@dencompassesaphiloso-
phy of life that canbe explored further in/ E U E OviddaSuBagadd the Bhagavdsita. Yogaphilosophy
emphasizesawarenessof the presentmoment, calming the ? E I EofitkelO® O fearting to control and
regulate the breath,and behaving in waysthat arenurturing and non-violent towards the selfand others.
Study and surrender to the divine arealsoim portant aspectsof this philosophy. More information about
the history of yoga canbefound on the Yogasitesmentioned below.

In the western world, we usually think of the physical postureswhen we think of yoga. Thereare many
different stylesof yoga, from gentle and restorative to physically challenging and evenacrobatic. In addi-
tion to physical exercise yoga practiceincorporates time for relaxation and meditation which helpsrelieve
stress.More recently, yogafor kids and families hasgained popularity and many studios offer theseclasses.

Web resources include:

3 http://www.yogakids.com hasvideos that will introduce you to the benefits of kids doing yoga and
yoga poses.

3 http://www.yogajournal.com/ has many interesting historical facts, pictures of poses, and informa-
tion about practicing yoga. Under ? OB | 1 yduwallGihd-afamily yoga practice that would be
perfectto usefor aVBSyogatime. It pairs anadult and child to do the posesbut many of the poses
could be done with two children.

3 http://www.gaiam.com/category/yoga -studio/yoga -medialyoga-for-kids.do has many DVDs for do -
ing yoga with children.

Somersaulting'see how many somersaults you can turn)

Usealarge, grassyarea. Have children line up and taketurns turning asmany somersaultsaspossiblein a
row. This canbedone asarelay in two lines. When one child stopssomersaulting (or reachesapersonon
the other side of the playing area),the next child in line begins.Encouragechildren to stand up and cheer
for eachother when they have taken their turns!

Ikri-dukri (Indian Hopscotch)

Usechalk to draw hopscotch patterns on asidewalk or blacktop area. A child tries to push asmall rock (or
thippi)with thetoeof onefoot asheor shehopsfrom onenumbered spaceto the next. Whenachild loses
balanceor pushesthe thippi off course,theturn isover.Thegoalisto traverseten spaceswhile pushing the
rock. The game canbe played without the rock if that is too difficult.
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w Games

Langdi (onelegged tag)

Follow traditional tag rules, but encourage children to hop on one foot as they chase oneanother.

Parcheesi and Chess
These are board games which originated in India.

Goli

Marbles played in the dirt with holes,asin golf. Play onlevel ground. Hollow out asmall hole with the heel
of the foot about 6 feetfrom the starting line. The playerstake turns trying to shoottheir marblesinto the
hole or knock other x O E arhathldsaway from the hole. Thebestplayers will do both atthe sametime!

FootBall (or Soccer)
It iscommon for Indian children to play football, or soccerasb all€H in the United Statesatschooland

in the streetsof the villages. Have balls available for pick-up gamesof soccer. Younger children cankick
the ball backand forth to eachother. Remind the children that handsarenot to touch the ball.

Kabadd

Kabaddi isanindian teamtaggamethat probably originated in ancienttimes. Thisgamelooksto bea
little too rough for VBSsoit issuggestedthatyou play a? U O B Y IgdinddE AmoebaTag.In Amoeba
tagtwo children areit. Theyhold handsand chaseother children. The personthey catchthen joins hands
with thefirst two children, forming achain. When afourth child istagged,heor shejoinsthe chainor
split thechaininto two andtwo. Thegameisplayed until nooneisleft totag. Itisprobably saferto split
the chain when four children have beentagged.

Preschoolers
The Yoga poses, hopscotch, soccer and tag can be adapted for the preschoolers.

# O Gqrdét that blowing bubblesand painting concretesurfaceswith water arealways fun activiti esfor
preschoolers.

Materials

Chessand Parcheesiboards and playing pieces
Yogamats or largetowels

Marbles

Chalk (outside) or masking tape (inside) for Hopscotch
Soccer balls andgoals

G G G G G
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Snacks

GENERAL INFORMATION

Traditional Indian foods aresuggestedfor the daily snackoption and final celebration meal. Teachchil-
dren about theimportance of spicesin Indian cooking ¢ curry, turmeric, chili powder, basil, pepper, and
cinnamon. Allow children to seeand smell the various spices.

HandsonHeritage INDIA, Activity Bookjs agreatresource. It hasIndian recipes,such asaMango whip
dessert,acashewsnack,ayogurt drink, and severalothers,that canbemadewith children in grades2and
up. Theinstructions arereproducible. Youmay find this book in alocal bookstore for $8.00,0r order on-
line, www.edupressinc.com .

Find information about Traditional Indian foods and recipes checkout these websites:
}  http://www.cuisinecuisine.com/HomePage.htm .
}  http://lwww.recipezaar.com/members/login .

3 http://w ww.historyforkids.org/learn/india/food/index.htm (At this website there is a video of a 14
year old boy making bread).

3 http://www.diwalifestival.org/diwali __ -recipes.html

Checkout these bo oks from your local library or buy them from Amazon.com.

3 Cookinghelndian Way, by Vijay Madavan (2002).Written for middle schoolers,with an emphasison
low -fat and healthy meals.

3} Eyewitnesdndia, by Manini Chatterjee (2002).Written for kids.
3 AncientIndia, by Virginia Schomp (2005).Written for middle school children.

Youmight considerhaving children assistwith snackpreparation and serving. Perhapssomeofthe family
cottagegroups would like to do this. Someof theselndian snacksand foods will needto beprepared by
adults becausea hot stove is required.

Below aresuggestedpossibilities for traditional Indian snackfoods. If you haveaccesgo aniIndian gro-
cery,you may beableto find spicy or sweetcrackersor chipsthat would make tasty snacks.
3 Indian Bread (Chapatis or Paratha)
Veggie Patties, made with potatoes
Yogurt Dips
Rice Pudding
Fruits + mangoes andbananas
Hot teawith milk and sugar, Chi (spiced tea)
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On the final day, an Indian meal can be served to families and volunteers.

Suggestedtraditional Indian meal:Indian bread,curried lentils orrice, veggie patties, yogurt dip, fruit, rice
pudding, chocolates and chai.

Other ideas can be found in Indian cookbooks or the online.

MATERIALS

} Recipes

3 Ingredients and foods that might be neededinclude:
- spices| curry, turmeric, chili powder, basil, pepper, and cinnamon
- fruits | mangoes,bananas,other tropical fruits
- rice
- flour
- water
- tea
- sugar
- milk
- chocolates
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iy
StoryTime

Storiesreflectthe heartof aculture and will help engagethe children and further their understanding of
Indian life and culture. This is animportant pieceof Journeyto India.

Storiesrelated to the three Global Mission Projectsareincluded. SeeApendix D. The Storyteller may
chooseto tell his/her own story or read abook about journeys on the first day and astory about the im-
portance of hospitality and celebrationonthelastday. SomeE | B O Ebabk $hggektionsareincluded in
Appendix M.

Useprops and visuals whenever possibleto enhanceE I D O Entiktred.2The Storyteller should dressin a
traditio nal Indian costume (i.e.,wear asari, dhoti, or turban) and sit on abright -colored pillow or chair
decorated with scarvesor afancy blanket or tapestry.

Thereis astory about what oneneedsto prepare for ajourney for Day 1. Days 2-4 havetrue inspirational
storiesabout eachof the Indian Mission Projects.The story for Day 5is about the importance of hospitality
and celebration, emphasizing the similarities betweenpeople everywhere. On Days1and 5,storytellers
should feel free to usetheir own stories or to read story books from India.

MATERIALS

Traditional Indian costume

Backdrop for Story Teller

Daily schedule

Story books

Copiesof Three Mission Project Stories,and Storiesfor Days 1 and 5

Pictures from Mission Projects

G G G G G G
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OPENING
Make your gathering spacelooks like anairport waiting areaor the inside of anairplane.

The Mission Interpreter or one of the VBSDirectors canlead this opening and closing time.

Have someadult and teenhelpersmilling around and dressedassecurity people, tour guides, stewards/
stewardesses, and airplane pilots. If you have a sound system, have someone making announcements
aboutarrival and departures, delays,lostitems, etc. Do whatever you canto build anticipation aboutgoing
onajourney. Make the spaceasfun, exciting and welcoming asyou possibly can.

If you haveafilm projection system,show theroute from theairport closestto you tothe country of India.

Havea? Ul E UddeBrigarthe door where the participants receivetheir passportnametagsand getan
Indian stamp put on their nametagor useasticker if your nametagsare laminated.

Have chairsarranged like anairport waiting area.After going through ? U1 E UHa@1dur guides and/or
stewards/stewardesses carrying signs that say,? ) O U U (@ | Gl will take participants to where they
areto wait for their flight to India.

OR

"EYI uxEUUPEDXxEOUUwWI OwUi UOUT T w?Ul EVUPUa? WEOCEwWT EYI wUT 1 DU
with the Indian logo.

Have chairs arranged as the seats on an airplane.

Have thetour guides or stewards/stewardessesholding signsthatsay,? ) O U thQ D & Bhisvithemto
their assignedseatson the airplane. Youcould alsohavesignsonthewalls that say,? 3 TVEato IOE D E § »

Whether you are dividing participants into

intergenerational family groups orgroup -
ing them by age,this will beagood way to
gathering theminto their assignedgroups.

Your music director/song leadershould be
oneofyour passengers.He/sheshould get
the participants engagedin singing asthey
wait for everyoneto gothrough security.

After everyone is seated,have your song
leaderteachthe chorus and first verseof
the theme song.

Greeteveryonewith oneofthetraditional
Indian greetings and engage the patrtici-
pantsin the opening program.
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[All scripture quotes are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.]

DAY It GOING ON A JOURNEY

All this week we will bevisiting and learning about the country of India. Right now we haveto getready
for our journey. When you meetwith your cottagefamilies you will learnalot about the country of India.
When you goto craft time, story time, gametime and snacktime, you will learn evenmore.

Like all journeys, this Journeyto India is going to beagreatadventure. Theweek will befull of different
and even strange experiencesWe will experience different ways of worshiping, talking, praying, and play -
ing. Therewill bedifferent sights, sounds,smells,and tastesfor usto explore and experience.

Wecall our traveling from one placeto another ajourney or atrip. Canyou tell me anything about jour-
neys? Why do people go on journeys?Have you ever beenon ajourney?

Peopletake journeys for all kinds of reasonst just for fun, to experience anadventure and meetnew
people. Sometimespeople haveto take journeys becauseof danger, suchaswar, or becauseof atragedy,
like abad storm or aflood.

Sometimes people go on journeys because God asks them to go. This happened to Abram and Sa

Jesusaskedpeopleto goon ajourney with him. And what anawesomejourney that turned out to be!He
told the disciples to leave their homesand their families, and follow him.

Thentherewasaman named Paul. Paul believed that God called him to trav elto distant placesto start
churchesand tell people the Good News of & O ElgvEfor everyonein the whole world.

Thelife of faith isakind of journey that lastsour whole lives! Through studying the Bible, praying, helping
others,and being together, we learn more and more about God and how to becloseto God.

Wewant to beasready aswe canfor our Journeyto India. + | Begid by looking atsomejourney storiesin
the Bible.

SCRIPTURE POSSIBILITIES:
Read one or more of the Bible journey stories from the Bible or a Bible Story Book.

3} Genesisl2:1-9| The Story of Abram and Sari. A version of this story is found in YoungChildren
andWorship,p.100

3 Mark 1:16-20] JesusCallsthe First Disciples. A version of this story canbefound in Following
Jesusp. 61.

3 Acts 18:1822| Paul Travelsto encouragenew believers

SHOW PARTICIPANTS MAPS OF JOURNEY(S).
Many Bibleshave mapsin the back. Ifyou have pew Bibleswith maps, have participants look up the ap-
propriate journey mapsand look atthem asyou tell or read the stories.

If you have aprojection systemin your gathering room, project pictures of eachjourney map and show the
movement of the journey.

OR

Have people dress-up asthe Biblical charactersand walk by, silently acting out their journeys asyou tell
or readthe stories. If time and resourcesallow, have abackdrop for eachstory suchasadesertscenefor
Abram and Sari;add aseascapdor the calling of the disciples; add somesimple housesfor Paulto travel
between.

Sariand Abraham could ? U U U Blénd, stop, pile -up afew rocks asanaltar, pray, then move onto another
place and repeatthe actions of stopping to build an alter and pray.

Jesuscould walk by three or four ? E B U E ®ho érésiiting mending afishing net. He motions for themto
comewith him. They drop their netsand follow him.

Paul could haveaboxthat hecarriesfrom oneplaceto another, climbs up onitand? U B O Ip@dtiaea. 2
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OR

Have people dressedasthe Biblical charactersthat actout and tell their journey storiesto the children.

Asthesestoriesshow us,journeys canbehard and lonely or they canbe super exciting. Wherever journeys
take the people of God, God is always with them. God iswith uson our journeys also. And God usesour
journeys to teachus new ways of living and loving.

SometimesGod askspeopleto leavetheir homesand families and travel to new places.Thisiswhat Abram
and Sari, and the disciples were askedto do.

Sometimespeople take journeys to seenew things; experiencenew adventures; meetnew people. Thisis
what Paulwas askedto do. And this iswhat our journey to India is all about. On this journey we will learn
lots of new things. Wewill have exciting adventures and we will meetmany new people.

Aswe journey to India together thisweek, there are someimportant things we needto takewith usand
our Story Teller will be sharing thesethings with ustoday.

MEMORY VERSES:

Chooseoneor more memory verses.Have memory versesprinted onlarge postersor havethemdisplayed
onyour audiovisual system. Teachingthe signsfor the words in scriptures helpsall agesremember the
words.

} Genesisl2:1] ? + 1 Kouicountry, your relatives,your | E U Thémé znd goto aland that | am
| OPOT wUOwWUT Opbwaodusd -

} lIsaiah43:5] ? # 6ot beafraid ¢+ lamwith a OUn, 2

} lIsaiah43:19] ? &maboutto do anew thing! Itis happening already. Do you seeb Uy »

MISSIONNTERPRETBRARESBOUTDONATIONSOGLOBAMISSION
PROJECPBIDLOCAIMISSIONS

Wehave decided that our VBSmoney offerings will goto (fill in with the project or projectsyou will be
supporting). The (food, blankets, clothes, etc)that we arecollecting this week will goto (fill in with the
local mission you aresupporting). If you aremaking aComfort Quilt, talk about that aswell. You might
explain that it isnot good stewardship tosend? U1 D &vérééas.Additional information canbefound in
Appendices E and F.

Sing a songand collect offerings and items. Say a prayer of thanks.

Have children keeptheir eyesclosedand askthem to imagine thatthey have beenonaVERY long airplane
ride. Name the continents or countries, and oceans and rivers you have crossed to get tolndia.

Dismissby family groups. If you havecostumesthat arebeing sharedbetweenfamily groups, give out
costumes to first family group.

CLOSING
Looks pretty much the same each day.

Have your song leader begin singing as soon as the first Family Cottage Group arrives.

Keepit simple ¢ sing somesongs,go over the memory verse(s),do aquick review of the day or let each
Family Cottage Group sharealearning or activity.

Enticethem with atidbit aboutthe nextE E agtilties.
Saya prayer of thanksgiving.
Dismiss by Cottage Family Groups.
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DAY 2t WHO IS MY FAMILY?
You can keep the gathering space decorated like an airportwaiting area or an airplane.

Participants will againgothrough ? Ul E Utbdetihairpassportnametags. Sincethe passportname
tagsarelaminated, consider purchasing small stickersto representthe Family Village Farm,which will be
U OE HaogsU

Havealarge map of India in the front of the room with the location of the Family Village Farm marked on
it.

Your songleadershould again beoneofyour passengers.He/sheshould getthe participants engagedin
singing asthey wait for everyone to go throug h security.

After everyoneis seated,haveyour songleadersing the chorusand first verseof the theme song,thenteach
the secondverse.

Greeteveryonewith oneofthetraditional Indian greetingsand engagethe participants in the opening
program. Welcome any new participants. Make announcements.

Depending on the sizeof your group and the time you areableto give to the opening, consider letting indi -
viduals sharewhat they learned/liked bestaboutthe day before. Youcanalsohave eachfamily group share
something from the day before.

MISSION INTERPRETER SHARES ABOUT THEVHAMIGE FARM

Today we aretraveling to the Family Village Farmin India. (Point out onthe map where you aregoing
to bethis day. If you havefilm projection equipment, have aslide show of Family Village Farmpictures
shown as youtalk.)

At the Family Village Farm, children live in? | E GBI ¥hd@areusually abouttwelve children of all
ages,from Kindergarten agethrough high schoolage,who live togetherin? EQU OB b

Eachcottage hasacottage mother and sometimesacottagegrandmother. Thereis asmall room for the
cottageparents, akitchen, abathroom, and acommunity room. Thereis no furniture in this room. It does
have shelvesaround the walls where the children keeptheir belongings, suchasclothes,schoolsupplies
and sleeping mats. You might consider having ashelf, about the length and height of astandard school
locker in which you placeafew clothes,afew basicschool supplies, and astraw sleeping matasyou de-
scribethe personal possessionsof the Family Village Farm children.

None ofthe peoplein thesecottagefamilies isreally related to oneanother. Still, they areafamily. They
live together. They eatand sleeptogether. They do their schod studies and their daily devotional times
together. They careabout eachother. They help take careof oneanother. They ARE family. Youcantalk a
lot more aboutthe Family Village Farmwhen you gatherin your own ? E O UIUE @ filadeaon. [Additional
information canbefound in Appendix E.]

Onething that might befun today is atradition learned by visitors to the Family Village Farmin 2007.
Children pin realflower blossomsto the tops of the headsof women who areor who have beenmarried.
Singlewomen aregiven flowers to wear behind oneear. On this day of learning about the Family Village
Farm, consider providing flowers for this purpose.

SCRIPTURE:

Mark 3:32-35| 37T 1 wUUOUa wdi w) 1 UUUz w31 EET POT wEEOUUwW%EODPOa
Have everyonefind the scripture in their own Biblesor in the pew Bibles. Have apersondesignatedto

read the scripture.

If you have the resources available, have the scripture projected.

OR

Have the scripture acted out silently as it is read, or have it acted out with words, after it is re ad.
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Everyoneis part of afamily, perhapsyou were adopted into afamily, or you live in afoster family or you

live in two families becauseyour birth parentsnolonger live in the samehouse.Maybe you live with rela-

tives, other than your mother or father. Perhapsanaunt or your grandparents areraising you. No matter

who makesup your family, it isaREAL family. Sometimespeople call the church, afamily. When you

participate in achurch, you arepart of achurch family. Somepeople call the world , the human family.

When you were born, you becamepart of the human family. God isthe greatestparent in the whole world.

Wecall ourselvesthe children of God. Weareall & O Echildren sowe arealsopart of ? 3 TFamily of & OE & » w
Thefamily you live wit h, your church family, the human family, The Family of God. Wow! Thatis alot of
families.

As we heard in the scripture for today, Jesusoften called the people who followed him his brothers and
sisters.When Mary and someof) | Udiothers cameto seehim hetalked about the factthat all the people
who dowhat God asksthemtodoisrelated to him. Theyarehisbrothers, hissisters,and hismother. In
all our many families, the mostimportant thing isthat we welcome everyone;we love eachother, and care
for eachother.

What are some ways that we can show we are family while we are together this week?

MEMORY VERSES:
Have memory versesprinted onlarge postersor havethem displayed onyour audiovisual system. Teach
ing the signsfor the words in scriptures helps all agesremember the words.

Have memory verses read and signed.

} Mark3:35] ? 61 OI dédswhat Godwants him or herto doismy brother, my sister,my OO UT 1 U6 »
} Romansl15:7] ? 6 1 O Eddéanother,therefore,justasChrist haswelcomed you, for the glory of
&OEOD?
} Proverbs24:3] ? ' O Oardbuilt onthe foundation of wisdom andUOE1T UUUEOED OT 62
Sing a song and collect your offering. Say a prayer of thanks and dismiss by family groups.

If you arepassingthe Indian costumesfrom family group to family group, havethe costumespassedto the
new family atthis time, and dismiss that family first.

CLOSING
Looks pretty much the same each day.

Have your song leader begin singing as soon as the first Family Cottage Group arrives.

Keepit simple | sing some songs,go over the memory verse(s),do aquick review of the day or let each
Family Cottage Group sharealearning or activity.

Enticethem with atidbit aboutthe nextE E aagtitities.
Sayaprayer of thanksgiving.
Dismiss by Cottage Family Groups.
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DAY31 ALIGHTN THEDARKNESSA GOODIHING!
Keepthe gathering spacedecoratedlike anairport waiting areaor anairplane.

Participants will againgothrough ? U1 E Uttigetthéirpassportnametagsand havethem stampedwith
logo of the Deep Griha (lighthouse), which will beU O E Barus.U

Have alarge map of India in the front of the room with the location of the Deep Griha Societymarked on
it.

Your songleadershould again beoneofyour passengers.He/sheshould getthe participants engagedin
singing asthey wait for everyone to go through security.

After everyoneisseated,haveyour songleadersing the chorusand versesoneand two, thenteachthe third
verse.

Greeteveryonewith oneofthetraditional Indian greetings,and engagethe particip antsin the opening
program. Welcome any new participants.

Depending onthe sizeof your group and thetime you areableto give to the opening, considerletting
individuals sharewhat they learned/liked bestaboutthe day beforeoryou canalsohaveeachfamily group
share something from the day before.

MISSION INTERPRETER SHARES ABOUT THE DEEP GRIHA SOCIETY

Todaywe aretraveling tothe DeepGriha Societyin Pune,India. Showthelocation onyour map.Then,
show apicture of alighthouse . What do you think theword ? & U Briightmeanin English? Right! Light -
houseisthe symbol for thework of helping peoplethatis doneby the DeepGriha Society.DeepGriha
works in very, very poor placescalled urban or city slums and in the villages that are closeto the city. They
help people of all ages,babiesto elderly people.[Additional information canbefound in Appendix E.]

SCRIPTURES:
R Psaim36:9] ? & O¥odarethe sourceof all life, and becauseof your light we seethe OB T i U8 »

A 1saiah 9:2| ? 3 ipéoplewhowalked in darknesshave seenagreatlight. Theylived in aland of
shadows, but now light is shining onUT 1 06 »

A Matthew 5:1416| ? 8 Gidlike light for thewhole world. A city built onahill cannot be hid.
No onelights alamp and puts it under abowl; instead he puts it on the lamp stand, where it gives
light for everyonein the house. In the sameway your light must shine before people, sothat they
will seethe good things you do and praise & OE 6 »

A 11 corinthians 4:6] ? 3 iGodwho said,s . ©fdarknessthelight shall Ui D &ihesameGod
who madelight shinein our hearts,to bring usthe knowledge of & O Egloty shining in the faceof
"T UPUUG?
Tohelp illustrate the scriptures today, start out with thelights turned off or down low and gradual ly turn
them up asascripture isread. TheMatthew scripture could beactedout by having someonelight alamp
and then cover it up. Then take off the cover and sit it on atable for all to see.

Sincealighthouse isthe symbol for the work that is done by the Deep Griha Society,all of our scriptures
for today areabout light. Doesanyoneknow where you would find alighthouse? Have you evervisited
one?Why aretherelighthouses? Lighthouses give warnings. Lighthouseswarn boatsthat they aregetting
closeto rocks. Lighthouses alsoshow the way. They help boatsfind safeharbors.

Itisvery hard tofind our way in thedark. Weneedlight. Have you everbeenafraid in thedark? Then

when alight isturned on, you feel brave again. In the church, we often talk about Jesusbeingthe? + BT I U w
ofthe 6 O U O\dsaythat Jesushows usthe way. When we follow the way that Jesusshows, we aredo-

ing good things that help other people. When we aredoing good things, we too arelike lights in the dark.
Therearemany more scripturesin the Bible aboutlight. Wecannotpossibly readandtalk aboutall of

them today but maybeyou and your family could look up more scriptures aboutlight and talk aboutthem

when you are athome.
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MEMORY VERSES:

Have memory versesprint edonlarge postersor havethem displayed onyour audiovisual system. Teach

ing the signsfor the words in scriptures helps all agesremember the words.

Psalm36:9] ? & OypWarethe sourceofall life, and becauseof your light we seethe OB 1 1T U8 2
Isaiah 9:2a| ? 3 Tpéople who walked in darknesshave seenagreatOB1 1T U8 2

Matthew 5:14a| ? 8 Catéthe light for thewhole P OUOQE 8 »

Il Corinthians 4:6a| ? . UfHarknessthe light shallUT B O1 n, 2

G G G G

Sing a song and collect your offering. Say a prayer of thanks anddismiss by family groups.

If you arepassingthe Indian costumesfrom family group tofamily group, havethe costumespassedto the
new family atthis time, and dismiss that family first.

CLOSING
Looks pretty much the same each day.

Have your song leader begin singing as soon as the first Family Cottage Group arrives.

Keepit simple ¢ sing somesongs,go over the memory verse(s),do aquick review of the day or let each
Family Cottage Group sharealearning or activity.

Entice them with a tidbit aboutthe O1 RUwWEEaz UWEEUDYDUDI UB
Say a prayer of thanksgiving. Dismiss by Cottage Family Groups.
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DAY &t A DAY FOR HEALING
Keep the gathering space decorated like an airport waiting area or an airplane.

Participants will againgothrough ? U1 E Uttigettheirpassport nametagsand haveasticker representing
the Evangelical Hospital -Khariar added to their nametags.

Have alarge map of India in the front of theroom with thelocation of the Evangelical Hospital -Khariar
marked onit.

Your songleadershould again beoneof your passengers.He/sheshould getthe participants engagedin
singing asthey wait for everyone to go through security.

After everyoneisseated,haveyour songleadersingthe chorusand versesoneandtwo andteachverse
three.

Greeteveryonewith oneofthetraditional Indian greetingsand engagethe participants in the opening
program. Welcome any new participants. Do announcements.

Depending onthe sizeofyour group and thetime you areableto give tothe opening, considerletting
individua Issharewhat they learned/liked bestaboutthe day beforeoryou canalsohave eachfamily group
share something from the day before.

MISSION INTERPRETER SHARES ABGAWMGELICAL HOSPIKAIARIAR
Today we aretraveling to thethe Evangelical Hospital-Khariar in Orissa, India. Showthe location on
your map. Then show someof the pictures from the hospital. Thereare peoplein the United States,
Canadaand Puerto Ricowho have a hard time affording healthcare. In India, there are also many
people cannot afford hospital care. Sometimes children and babiesdo not getthe help they need.The
Evangelical Hospital -Khariar serves all people regardless ofhow much money they have. It was
openedin 1930with the help of what is now Global Ministries and has been maraged by the Church
of North India since the 1970s. The Hospital continues to offer excellent care and affirms the
wholeness of each person[Additional information canbefound in Appendix E.]

SCRIPTURES .
Jeremiah17:14] ? + O beal®eand | will becompletely well; rescueme and | will beperfectly safe. You
aretheonelx UEDUI n, 2

Mark 6:53-56| Story about people following Jesus and wanting to be headed by him.

Acts4811| ?/ 1 €ull adtbeHoly Spirit, answeredthem,s + | E & thdpBople and elders:if we arebe-
ing questioned today about the good deeddone to the lame man and how hewas healed, then you should
all know, and all the people of Israel should know, that this man standshere beforeyou completely well
through the power of the name of JesusChrist of Nazareth .. 6 z ?

| Corinthians 12:8-10a| Gifts of the Holy Spirit, one of which is the power to heal.

TheActs scripture will bethe easiestto dramatize. Have the scripture silently actedout asit isread. Have
aperson,leaning on acrutch. Peterhealsthe man. The man drops his crutch and walks around. Several
people, representing the priests and elders,canbeobserving from the sidelines. They shaketheir heads
and shaketheir fingers at Peterin disapproval. Peterturns and addressesthem.

OR
Have the scripture dramatized with words and actions.

The same could be donewith the Mark passage. It will just take a lot more people, props, and work.

How many of you have everbeensick? How did you getwell again? What are someof the thingswe do

when we or someonewe love aresick? Wepray for healing; we goto the doctor; we take medicine. Some-

times we haveto goto the hospital for specialtreatments. Sometimeswe haveto have surgery in order to

getwell. Othertimes,to getwell all we needisrest,goodfood, awarm placeto be,and someoneto take
careof us. Therearemany stories,eventoday, of people getting well when doctorsthought theyp OUOE Oz U8 w
Wecallthese? T 1 OieD@0 O Uniirhcld And they are. Therearesomany things we E O Qugderstand.

They aremysteries to us. We E O Qupdédrstand them but still we thank God.
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Jesushealedlots and lots of people, aswe know from our scripture to day. Someof his disciples alsohad
the gift of healing and helped people getwell.

Thescriptures tell usthat somepeople havethe gift of healing. Maybe you know someonewho hasthe gift
of healing. It may beyour family doctor or someonewho B U &dpdior. Weknow thesehealing storiesare
true. We E E @xpMituthem so we call themmiracles.

Weparticipate with God in making miracles happen when we help others. By your offerings and your
prayers,you and other people of faith arehelping miracleshappen every day atplaceslike the Family Vil -
lage Farm, the Deep Griha Society,atthe Khariar Hospital and many other placesaround the world.

MEMORY VERSES:
Have memory verses read and signed.

R Jeremiah17:14] 7 + O Geal@ne and | will becompletely Pi 005 »

A Proverbs12:18] ? 31 OUT e icdiWound asdeeply asany sword, but wisely spoken words
canl 1 EOQB »

A 1 corinthians 12:9] ? . Gahdthe sameSpirit givesfaith to oneperson, while to another personthe
Spirit gives the powertoT I EOS 2

Singasongand collectyour offerings of donations and money. Sayaprayer of thanks. and dismissby fam-
ily groups.

If you arepassingthe Indian costumesfrom family group to family group, havethe costumespassedto the
new family atthis time, and dismiss that family first.

CLOSING
Looks pretty much the same each day.

Have your song leader begin singing as soon as the first Family Cottage Group arrives.

Keepit simple ¢ sing somesongs,go over the memory verse(s),do aquick review of the day or leteach
Family Cottage Group sharealearning or activity.

Enticethem with atidbit aboutthe next E E dagtilties.
Sayaprayer of thanksgiving.
Dismiss by Cottage Family Groups.
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DAY 5 LET US CELEBRATE AND PRAISE GOD TOGETHER!
Keep the gathering space decorated like an airport waiting area or an airplane.

Participants will againgothrough ? U 1 UBBUibdettheir passportnametagscheckedasthey areleaving
India today and heading home.

Your songleadershould again beoneofyour passengers.He/sheshould getthe participants engagedin
singing asthey wait for everyone to go through security.

After everyone is seated, have your song leader sing the chorus and verses one and two and three.

Greeteveryonewith oneofthetraditional Indian greetingsand engagethe participants in the opening
program. Welcome any new participants .

MISSION INTERERER SHARES ABOUT CELEBRATION
Today we areheading backto the United States.Thisisaday of celebration of all we havelearned and
shared on our trip to India!

What do you do when you want to celebratesomething specialor sharesomething specialwith someone
else?Many people invite friends and relatives to their homesand prepare specialfoods asaway to cel-
ebrateand sharespecialtimes. Thatiswhat we aregoing to do today. Wehave learned many things this
week and we have made new friends. Therefore,we haveinvited friends and family membersto come
togetherandwe will eatsomevery specialfoods and sharewhat we havelearned and createdthroughout
our week in India. Wewill dedicate our offerings and send off our donations. Itisgoing to beanexciting
and fun day.

Our schedulewill bedifferent today. While you arein your family groups, you will becontributing to
someof the preparations for our celebration. Youwill alsospendtime deciding what and how your family
wants to shareduring the time of celebration.

Perhapseachfamily group canprepare anindian dish for the celebration dinner or tasting fair. Theremay
beart that needsfinishing, especiallyif you madethe large Indian map, or quilts. Family groups canhelp
to setand decoratethetables. Theycanhelp to hangartwork ordecoratetheroom in otherways. If leis
and/or shawls have not beenmade during weekly art sessionsthesecanbedone today for the friends and
family that will be coming to the celebration.

SCRIPTURES:

A Leviticus 23| Inthis chapterof Leviticus, Mosesgivesthe people descriptions of and requirements
for the various religious festivals| ThePassoverand Unleavened Bread;the Harvest Festival, the
New YearFestival, The Day of Atonement, The Festival of Shelters.

A Deuteronomy 16:15 ? ' O G Uord your God by celebrating . .. Bejoyful, becausethe Lord has
blessedyour harvestand your b OU 08 »

Our scriptures for today help usknow about celebrating. They tell us about what the people of the Bible
did to celebrateand why they celebrated.Have participants turn in their Biblesto the 23rd Chapter of
Leviticus. In the scripture from Leviticus, we find alist of many festivals or celebrations. Thereisthe Pass
over when the people of God take time to remember and give thanks for how God brought them through
the waters to freedom. Thereisaharvestfestival when people gatherto thank God for the good crops of
vegetables fruits and grains. Youcanreadaboutall of the festivalsin the 23rd Chapter of Leviticus.

There are also celebration descriptions in the Biblical books of Numbers and Deuteronomy.

Theimportant thing for usto learn from thesescriptures today isthat it is okay for the people of God to
have fun! Evengrown -ups aresupposedto celebrateand havefun. BeingaChristian isnot just about
learning lessonsand being serious all the time.

When the people of the Bible celebrated,they usually had agreatfeast,they danced,they sangsongs. They
prayed prayers of thanksgiving. Theywere joyous. They brought offerings to God. In their feastingand
celebrating, they were celebrating God and all the good things of & O E gredtion.
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MEMORY VERSES:
Have memory verses read and signed.

A Deuteronomy 16:15 ? ' O Gt Uord your God by celebrating. Bejoyful, becausethe Lord has
blessedyour harvestand your b OU O3 »

A 1 corinthians 16:13-14| ? * 1 hleft, standfirm in your faith, be courageous,bestrong. Let all that
you do be done inOOY 1 &2

Singasongand collectyour offerings of donations and money. Say aprayer of thanks and dismiss by fam-
ily groups.

If you arepassingthe Indian costumesfrom family group tofamily group, havethe costumespassedto the
new family atthis time, and dismiss that family first.

CLOSING
If you haveinvited family and friends for aspecialmeal onthelastday, you will probably want to do the
closing in this location.

If not, follow the same schedule as on previous days.
Have your song leader begin singing as soon as the first Family Cottage Group arrives.

Keepit simple| sing somesongs,goover the memory verse(s),do aquick review of the day or let each
Family Cottage Group sharealearning or activity.

Say a prayer of thanksgiving.

Dismiss by Cottage Family Groups.
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Appendix A:

Sample Schedules

EVENING
6:00-6:20 Opening Opening Opening Opening Opening
6:20-6:30 Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages
6:30-6:50 Crafts Story Games Snack a
6:50-7:10 Story Games Snack Crafts a
7:10-7:30 Games Snack Crafts Story a
7:30-7:50 Snack Crafts Story Games a
7:50-8:00 Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages a
8:008:15 Closing Closing Closing Closing Closing
MORNING
time Group a ‘ Group b Group c Group D Group e ‘
9:00-9:20 Opening Opening Opening Opening Opening
9:20-9:30 Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages
9:30-9:50 Crafts Story Games Snack a
9:50-10:10 Story Games Snack Crafts a
10:1010:30 Games Snack Crafts Story a
10:30-10:50 Snack Crafts Story Games a
10:5011:00 Cottages Cottages Cottages Cottages a
11:0011:15 Closing Closing Closing Closing Closing

Group E isthe Preschool(Snacksand Story, Games,and Craft projects canbe brought to the preschool
areato minimize transitions for this younger group).
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Appendix B:

RegistrationForm& Passport dme Tag

JOURNEY TO INDIA VBS

m REGISTRATION FORM

Name(s) and Age(s):

Home Church:

In caseof emergency,contact:

Allergies or other medical conditions:

StreetAddress:

City: State; Zip:
Home Telephone:( ) Cell Phone:(

Home E-mail Address:

Number of family members participating:

Will parentsbehelping? _ yes __ no Where?

Name of specialfriend your child might like to bewith:

| give my permission for my child(ren) to bephotographed and theimagesusedfor local and general
church promotion in print andonline.

Signatureof parentor guardian

FAMILY COTTAGESIGNMENT (FOR CHURCH USE ONL

Date
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—
PASSPORT TO INDIA NAME TAG EXAMPLE
PassPort to Indla
name
Photo
here
TP TP PP PP PR PET P
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Appendix C:
ReliefMap Instructions

RECIPE FOR RELIEF MAPS

MATERIALS

__ Large pieceof cardboard, heavy poster board or thin piece of wood
Several cups ofsalt

Several cups offlour

Food coloring

______Paint and brushes

_ Water

DIRECTIONS
3 Onlarge cardboard or poster board, draw an outline of India.

} Make SaltDough: Mix saltand flour using 2 parts saltto 1 part flour.
Stir in enough water to make a smooth heavy paste.

Divide the paste into 3 parts.

Add adifferent color food coloring to eachpart.
Placedough onto the outline to form arelief map...
Include acolor-coded map key of the regions.

G G G G

DETAILS
3 Paintand label significant rivers. Paintand label any other important featuresof India.
3 Paint and label the surrounding states.
} Paint and label the Indian Ocean.

HINTS
} Foramore attractive map, E O (pat Your map directly onbarecardboard. Paintthe cardboard or
cover it with foil first.

3 Usearuler to measuremap and draw to scale.
3 Print out labelsusing acomputer. Cut them out and glue them down neatly or usethem to make
flags.

*See relief map on the next page.

JOURNEY TO INI| 45



w Appendix C: Relief Map i—*j

©Geosystems
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Copyngnt © 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 The Learning Cotapany, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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AppendixD:

StoriesFor Eachay

DAY It JOURNEY STORY

As we begin our journey to India there are somethings we needto take with us. What kinds of thing do
you usually takewith you when you goon ajourney? Letthe children give you someideasof the things
they would take. Thensay,something about all thesethings being very important but that there aresome
additional things that we needto take on this specialtrip to India.

Have asuitcaseor backpackand put into the suitcaseor backpack,aword card or apicture that represents
each of the following concepts.

A goodattitude. Thefood people eatin India is different from herein the United Statesand Canada. The
clothing people wear is different. What other things do you think might be different? Language? Yes,
there aremany different languagesspokenin India. Justlike herein the United Statesand Canada,there
areseveraldifferent religions in India. Somepeople are Christian, but most areHindus or Buddhists or
Muslim. Some are Jewish.

Anopenmind. Eventhough everyoneinIndiaE O @pg2akible samelanguageaswe do orworship in
the sameway, there arestill alot of things they canteachus, things that will help usalongin our faith jour-
neysasChristians. On our journey we will alsobediscovering ways that we are alike.

A generousspirit. Wewill learnaboutways we canhelp somechildren in India who havelosttheir
parents,or who aresick, or needaschooland schoolsupplies. Wewill have opportunities to contribute
money to thesechildren. Therearechild renin the United Statesand Canadawhose families needhelp
to provide themwith suchthings ashealthy food, medical attention, and schoolsupplies. Here you will
explain whatever local mission you have decided to support. Youcancollectthesethings and bring them
eachday/evening you cometo Bible School.

Patience.We needto remember to be patient with one another. Forexample when we are on long jour -
neyswe sometimesgettired and cranky.

Think aboutyour particular situation and participants, arethereother ? E O O E you iéétito add to your
travel case?
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DAY 2t FAMILY VILLAGE FARM MISSION STORY

Ajithkumar and Jayanthilive atthe Family Village Farmin Katpadi, India. Ajithkumar and Jayanthiwent
to live atthe Family Village Farm after their parentsdied. They lived in avery poor village and had no
family to carefor them. At the Family Village Farm Ajithkumar and Jayanthilive in afamily cottagewith
8housebrothers and sisters,and their housemom, Rajeshwari. Two housegrandparents alsolive in their
family cottage. Theirbrother and sisterswere alsoorphaned. Their cottagemom, Rajesjwari,cameto the
Family Village Farmwhen shelost her parentsasachild. Sheisnow 30yearsold. Shedid not leavethe
village when shegraduated from school becauseshedid not have parentsto arrange amarriage for her.
TheFamily Village Farmcontains8cottageseachwith amom, grandparents and about10kids. At the
Family Village Farm, Rajeshwariis ableto have afamily, run ahousehold, and raisechildren. Their cottage
grandparents moved to the Family Village Farm becausethey were very poor and could not provide food
and shelter for themselves. Now, they havethe support of the Family Village Farmand help carefor their
grandchildren.

Ajithkumar and Jayanthi go to school at* B O1 z U w
Matriculation School, where they study English,
ScienceMath, Geography, History, and Scripture.
Ajithkumar is learning valuable skills to support
himself and afamily in the future by working in
the bakery and dairy farm. Jayanthihaslearnedto
sew and will receive a sewing machine when she
graduatesfrom school. Shemakesschooluniforms
for herbrothers and sisters. They havedaily prayer
and Bible study and eachsummer thekids travel
to anamusementpark and parti cipatein Vacation
Bible School.
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DAY 3t DEEP GRIHA (LIGHT HOUSE)
SOCIETY

Forfive yearsl have beenstaying atthe City of Child. When | cameherel was upsetand frightened, but
the staff membersloved me somuch that soon| forgot many of my troubles. Members of the staff atthe
City of Child arelike my mother and my father.

Beforel cameto the City of Child, I lived in Pune. | went to schooleveryday but | was not ableto study be-
causemy homewasin the slums where all the housesarevery closetogether. | could hearall of the sounds
of televisions, of people talking and of children laughing and crying from all the other houses.

The City of Child is sodifferent. It isvery quiet here. | wish to study very hard and am doing my level best.
| want to takeaClevel diploma degreein education. [ will teachall thatlearnto my younger brothers
and sisters. | will encouragethem to work hard and behavewell. When we study we cando something
great with their lives.

At the City of Child we aresurrounded by good things and good people. Volunteers comefrom other
countries and they treat uslike friends. TheyteachusEnglish and we teachthem our language, Marathi.
They play gameswith us and they help us with our studies.

This story isbasedon onewritten by ShankarKamble. Theoriginal article canbefound in the December
2007 Deep GrihaNewsletter, ? 311l EEOOS »

http://www.deepgriha.org

DAY «©« EVANGELICAL BBITAIKHARIAR

Many of the people in Orissa who are over the
age of 50 become sick because a part of their body |,
called their kidneys stop working correctly. The
Hospital can help these people with a special
machine called a dialysis machine. In 2017 theThe
Evangelical Hospital-Khariar was able to buy one
of these special machines! This machine can now
help these persons when their kidneys stop
working correctly.

This machine also helps to provide purified
drinking water! This is especially important fo r
those with kidn ey issues Before Evangelical
Hospital -Khariar bought a machine the nearest
one was over a 100 miles away!

The new diagnostic machine can also perform
advanced blood tests. Now, the hospital is able to
detect hard to detect medical issues These
problems are often a sign of life-threatening
conditions. Having the ability to get a quick test
allows patients to receive treatment faster before
their condition worsens.

Evangelical Hospital -Khariar aims to provide the
best service possible topatients regardless of
their economic background. The hospital staff sends their gratitude to Global Ministries and

to churches like this one for the prayers and donations that have enabled them to care for
patients using modern medical technology and to successfully carry out advanced procedures
in rural India.

JOURNEY TO INI| 49


http://www.deepgriha.org/

Day5STt
CELEBRATION

The Book, Celebrations! Festivals, carnivatmdfeast days from
aroundthe world,is part of the ChildrenJustLike Me Series of the
United Nations" T B O ERumdQtgvduld beawonderful addition to
your church library. Youwill find this book in most local bookstores
for $17.9%r order from Amazon.com. Itisby Barnabasand Aabel
Kindersley. ISBN #0-78942027-9.

Onpage34to 35,you will find astory aboutanindian celebration

called, Raksha Bandhan. During this celebration, sisters and broth-
erspray together and shareabond of protection, love and care. ltisa
personalstory often-year-old Sumanand heryounger brother Mano;.

On page 18to 19thereis astory of nine-year-old twins, Prataband
Padmini, who show how they celebrateHoli.

Youmight alsotell your own story of celebrationonthis lastday.
Sincethe schedule may vary, if you do ameal or tasting fair, the story
could betold or read during the mealtime.
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